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VENUES

If your wedding Pinterest board is a confusing  
mix of towering turrets and boho barns, take this 

test to figure out what you really (really) want…

VENUE
QUIZSELECTOR

Compiled by Olivia Simpson

1. The best wedding venue  
I’ve ever been to had...
A. Fabulous views 
B. Lots of unusual spaces
C. A real sense of history
D. Seamless service
E. A great city-centre location
F. Rustic features

2. My idea of fantastic 
entertainment is...
A. A string quartet 
B. A magician
C. A piper
D. A band playing crowd favourites
E. A DJ
F. A ceilidh band

  

3. On my honeymoon 
you’ll catch me...
A. Exploring the local countryside
B. Getting crafty and learning a new skill
C. Perusing art galleries and museums
D. Relaxing on a paradise island
E. Finding the coolest spots in a new city
F. On a yoga retreat

4. My personal style is...
A. Practical
B. Quirky
C. Classic
D. Slick
E. Contemporary
F. Boho

5. The wedding pic I want 
for my mantelpiece 
shows...
A. An intimate stroll through lush 
grounds
B. Cuddles with a llama
C. Posing on a grand staircase
D. Getting ready with the gang in  
our suite
E. In front of an iconic urban landmark

F. An action shot from the dancefloor

6. My worst wedding 
nightmare is...
A. Rain and wind putting an end to the 
marquee
B. Feeling like a cookie-cutter couple 
C. Getting married in a soulless white box
D. Having no one to help if something 
goes wrong
E. Midges spoiling the fun
F. Noise complaints from the neighbours

7. The EMOJIs THAT BEST 
SUM UP MY DREAM 
WEDDING are...
A. 
B. 
C.  
D. 
E. 
F. 
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Four- and two-legged guests  
alike will love the unusual spaces 
at Marthrown of Mabie 
(marthrownofmabie.com) 

Now you know to focus on the outside spaces of possible 
venues, it’s time to hit the ground(s) running and whittle 
down the list. East-coast couples should take a look at 
Broxmouth Courtyard in Dunbar, which boasts a lake, 
woodlands and spectacular gardens. For those looking 
to wed in the south-west, Ayrshire’s Culzean Castle is a 
magnificent option: you could spend the whole day taking 
photos by the swan pond, deer park or atop the cliffs, so 
do a recce with your photographer to pick your spots in 
advance. Or how about Rufflets: it’s on the outskirts of St 
Andrews, so you’ll have easy access to the town centre 
while still enjoying ten acres of sweeping gardens.

If a traditional all-inclusive set-up is 
just not for you, don’t worry: there 
are plenty of quirky Scottish venues 
perfect for the unorthodox couple. 
First up is The National Piping Centre 
in Glasgow, which features a museum 
dedicated to that most Marmite of 
instruments, the bagpipe. Whether 
your guests love ’em or loathe ’em, 
they’ll like this unique four-star hotel. If 
you’d prefer to escape the city, make 
a dash for Marthrown of Mabie in 
Dumfries and Galloway, where you 
can marry under the forest canopy, 
looking across the Solway Firth, 
or even in the Celtic Roundhouse. 
After a historic venue with an edge? 
Check out Dunglass Estate in East 
Lothian, where you can say ‘I do’ in 
the romantic semi-ruined 15th-century 
Gothic church. Far be it for us to tell a 
free spirit like you what to do, but we’d 
love to see a bride in black getting her 
goth on in this unique place. 

Mostly As

Mostly Bs

gorgeous grounds 
you love to be out in nature, so 
choosing a venue with exceptional 
grounds is the obvious solution 

QUIRKY SPOTS 
You’re fun-
loving and full 
of surprises, 
so your venue 
should reflect 
that as well 

The National Piping Centre has many exceptional pipers 
on speed dial, ready to bring atmosphere to your day 
(thepipingcentre.co.uk) 

The grounds at Culzean 
Castle, a National Trust for 
Scotland property, are a 
photographer’s dream  
(nts.org.uk/weddings) 

The old stables at Broxmouth 
Park have been transformed 
into Broxmouth Courtyard, 
a luxurious new venue 
(broxmouth.com) 

A quiet moment in the gardens at 
Rufflets St Andrews  
(rufflets.co.uk) 
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As well as its Gothic church,  
Dunglass Estate has a walled 
garden with plentiful photo ops 
(dunglassestate.com) 
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Castle Fraser has an impressive 
art collection, but step outside 
and you’ll find the gardens just as 
magnificent (nts.org.uk/weddings) 

Blame Disney, but so many of us grow up imagining our 
wedding in a castle; luckily for us, Scotland is more than 
able to deliver the goods. Auchen Castle in Moffat ranks 
high on the fairytale score sheet, with turrets, gilded 
staircases and enchanting gardens all adding to the 
glamorous air. Aikwood Tower is an A-listed traditional 
peel tower in the Borders that’s full of medieval charm, 
perfect for smaller weddings (60 guests; sleeps ten in 
sumptuous accommodation). Aberdeenshire is hardly 
short on castles, but our pick has to be Castle Fraser: it 
just doesn’t get more exciting than a venue with spy holes, 
secret stairways and hidden trapdoors!

ALL-INCLUSIVE VENUES 
For slick service and minimal 
hassle, a cover-all-bases 
hotel will do the businessThere’s a new breed of all-inclusive hotels that offer 

the ease of package-based weddings combined with 
the flexibility to make the day your own. Kirkintilloch’s 
Broadcroft Hotel is one such venue, with the bonus 
of having generous capacity (the function suite can 
hold 180 for dinner, with a further 40 evening guests). 
Kilmarnock’s Fenwick Hotel has packages suited to 
different budgets and event sizes, each one including 
use of the honeymoon suite. Boclair House Hotel is 
a luxurious option to the north of Glasgow. The 19th-
century mansion is just as spectacular inside as out, 
where a bandstand offers great photo opportunities. Kirkintilloch’s Broadcroft Hotel has 

stunning views across the Campsie 
hills (broadcrofthotel.com) 

CASTLES 
iT’S BALLGOWNS, RED ROSES AND FULL-BLOWN 
ROMANCE FOR YOU, so THERE’S ONLY ONE 
KIND OF VENUE THAT’LL FIT THE BILL... 

Aikwood Tower is an 
impressive 500 years old 
(aikwoodtower.com) 

Auchen Castle is in the heart of Rabbie 
Burns country, and we think a reading 
from the poet would go down a treat at 
the venue (auchencastle.co.uk) 

Fenwick Hotel has three excellent-value packages 
for weddings in Kilmarnock (thefenwickhotel.uk) Boclair House Hotel’s interiors 

are Art Deco and oh-so glam 
(boclairhousehotel.co.uk) 

Mostly Ds

Mostly Cs
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House for an Art Lover sits 
within Bellahouston Park 
(houseforanartlover.co.uk)

Edinburgh’s New Town is chock-full of glamorous 
options for couples looking to spend the big day in the 
capital, and The Merchants’ Hall and Intercontinental 
Edinburgh The George are two of the very best. The 
former has a picturesque Minstrels’ Gallery, and arty 
couples will enjoy browsing the collection of portraits 
by the likes of Raeburn and Ramsay that hang on the 
walls. The latter has spaces 
for weddings both small 
and large, but it’s the chic, 
intimate and gorgeously 
decorated Library we’re 
crushing on hardest. Across 
the central belt, Glasgow’s 
House for an Art Lover 
attracts the city’s culture 
vultures, who come for the 
Charles Rennie Mackintosh 
architecture and stay for 
the exceptional value for 
money and pretty park 
surroundings.

Mostly Es

Arguably the biggest revolution to hit the Scottish 
wedding scene in recent years has been the rise of 
barn venues – and their popularity shows no sign 
of waning. The Den at Culross has three lovely, 
flexible blank-canvas spaces with capacities ranging 
from 50 to 250 guests. Eden Leisure Village may 
be just 25 minutes from Glasgow city centre, but 
the rustic feel makes it seem a world away. Plus, 25 
lucky guests can stay overnight at the venue’s pods, 
glampervan and hobbit hut. Back in Fife, The Cow 
Shed Crail has an impressive six spaces where you 
can wed, but our pick is the steading marquee, 
where we’d suggest adding a touch of class to the 
country look with floral arrangements suspended 
from the ceiling. 

Mostly Fs

Intercontinental Edinburgh The 
George‘s tasteful decor lets the 
period details shine (edinburgh.
intercontinental.com) 

urban VENUES 
Fresh air and wide-open skies 
are great and all, but for 
you, the city is where it’s at 

The Merchants’ Hall is historic, 
stylish, and centrally located  
in Edinburgh’s New Town  
(mcoe.org.uk)

BARN VENUES 
you’re anything but 
stuffy, and need a place 
far from the madding 
crowd to hoedown in 
peace. yeehaw! 

The styling at The Den at Culross 
is a Pinterest lover’s dream 
(theden-atculross.co.uk) 

 The Cow Shed Crail is a Fife 
favourite, and it’s easy to see why 
(thecowshedcrail.co.uk) 

Eden Leisure Village may be 
in Cumbernauld, but the feel is 
pure country and western  
(edenleisurevillage.co.uk) 
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