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This is Billy Hutchinson for Noting the Tradition, I'm with
Graham Richardson, eight times Grade One World Charpion
with the Glasgow Police at his home in Bearsden @lasgow.
Graham first of all | would like to say thank you very much for
helping out with Noting the Tradition...

Oh you’re welcome Billy.
As you know this is an oral history of piping we ae doing...
Yes, yes.

And being a well-known, important figure in the piping world..,
and you were one of my favourite subjects. As it'an oral history
we are going to do things chronologically, so apaites for the
boring way of doing things.

Not at all.
But could we go away back to the beginning?
Yes.

And tell us a wee bit about where you were born, wdre you grew
up and your circumstances around that?

Well strangely enough | was born in Glasgow anés$ Wwrought up in
Skye in a little village called Glas na Dil in Skyand that was my
start in life. My start in piping, | was started at about twelve years
of age by an old crofter Kenny Stoddart. Now Kemas a very good
player in his day, and he started me off. And thvegis an old
shoemaker down in Broadford who played, and | usagb into the
shop there where he mended the shoes, and sit th@neawith a
chanter and he would hammer a nail in and thenysaidare doing
that doubling on C wrong and we would go throughatt way.

And then Donald MacLean the great Pipe Major DomdédLean... |
think he was one of the first to start..., to bepkayed by the schools
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as a teacher. And | went to Donald for a while, Bxadiald was
famous for one tune Major Manson of Clachantrugitach | think
he wrote in the prisoner of war camp in the SedMwdld War. He
was captured at St Valéry and spent most of thamwarprisoner of
war camp, but he was one of the great characteygplg. So that
was my beginning in piping.

It was entirely different from the teaching nowaslayhich is a lot
better because methods of teaching have improgedad deal. But
you jumped from person to person in my young dayget your
piping education, and with it went a lot of bantEne chap | told you
at first the old crofter Kenny who taught me, Kerthgy had, it was
more a small farm and they had about a dozen cattseofarm. And
when | was getting going with the pipes..., theseabuld be
roundabout the placAnd there was an old cat who was about twenty
years of age, who was called Aunt Grace. And Kemoyld shout,
“Graham,” he would shout, “you are doing very wtie cats are
doing an eightsome* reel..., and Aunt Grace i©iendentre now” he
would shout. And now Aunt Grace became very fanimeause
Angus Lawrie composed a tune and called it Aunic&raow | am
not quite sure but it may be used in the Argyllflection for a very
good wee reel. So there was no pressure on yoii a@d very
enjoyable the early days but...

So your first teacher Kenny Stoddart he was a teadr..., as an
individual teacher or was he a pipe major of a bad that you
were involved with?

No he was an individual teacher..., he had fougtuugh the war
also. He was a..., and actually he went for lessoieter MaclLeod
of Partick, who again was one of the famous oletBywho
composed the march The Conundrum and many, maay jgipgng
light music compositions. Kenny went to him aftee tvar years,
before then | am not sure...
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What was his teaching style, what kind of a persowas he?

He would show you the basics, it was..., he wdsaaacter, a famous
character. He died four or five years ago, hishearmethods were
very free and easy and adventurous. He was a goetylexpressive
player himself, he could have gone a long way ihad bothered with
competitions or anything like that. He played ie tortree Pipe
Band, and the Isle of Skye Pipe Band as it's called, and he
played there until he was in his seventies. Antlwes..., it was
Logan’s Tutor we were taught with, and you hadeaalbdicated with
that as you have probably seen yourself the tutor.

And you weren'’t allowed to touch a tune until yaadHearned
everyone of the exercises from the first to thg ks if you mastered
it all it was a good method of teaching..., butihk it put a lot of
people off, and that the book I think was that fationised teaching
was the book that Seamus MacNeill and Tommy Paaxstote at the
College, the tutor that wrote there. | think thatsva big, big
breakthrough in as you can see by the structutieeolbook you learn
SO many exercises and you incorporate them ine &ml think
that’s where it differs now and there is many bookisten on it
teaching now. | think Logan’s Tutor the first om@ce the person’s
reasonably accomplished it has got very good es@sdio exercise
the fingers and one thing and another they aretli&e

So you are twelve years old when you begin, youraeher is
Kenny Stoddart?

Aye.
Is there any piping history in your family?

My grandfather played but that was away back ineilgbteens
probably and of course the early part of the centuof the last
century. But they all played by ear then becauseetivere no tutors
in the Highlands, he was a seaman but there wete amumber of
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pipers. And they all played by ear, they playedrtben way, but that
was the only history of piping covered* in the fami

So roundabout that time was it fair to say that itwas just solo
piping that you were involved in?

That'’s right, it was only solo piping | was invotvén. And by the
time | was what fifteen or sixteen | was playindled local dance and
one or other, playing for reels and other areas¢esyou could play
on the pipes. And | wasn't involved in the bandslunwent into the
army for National Service for the Cameron Highlaisdand that is
when | joined the Cameron’s band.

Were you involved in the solo competition circuit aiall at that
time?

No, not at that time... When | came back in theyaruhid a bit of solo
competitions, but | was never that successful. Maydpot an
occasional prize* on the fringes, but | wasn’t @aded enough | think
to achieve the standard that you had to do tongetthe big prizes.

And just before we move onto your band career andhe
beginning of that, your family... Obviously you area Skye family
was it Gaelic or English at home?

It was Gaelic at home, it was Gaelic until | wemsthool and up
until | left Skye when | went into the army at eigén it was all
Gaelic. But if you look at it today | can only tkiof only four..., not
many more that speak Gaelic. It is all incomers tioat's in Skye
now and most of the Islands, but | will add thattdver might be
thought of that if the incomers weren’t there nopwsbuld be there
so that's...

One of the reasons | asked you about the Gaelicyisu said that
your grandfather was a piper?

Yes.
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And | just wondered if you had any exposure to the
canntaireachd?

No not really..., it depends... It depends on thisntaireachd is
defined, the definition of it. Yeah | regret veryiah that | didn’t
learn much piobaireachd all my life, | was veryrwhkate..., too late in
starting it. But yet, yes if it came to canntairecdight music, yes for
expression and that, yes. But the canntaireachdgwa written in
Piobaireachd Society books or that | think that wmasnted by them,
| don’t think any Gaelic speaker ever inventediit be that as it
may, yes the canntaireachd to get..., the canatdickeColin does at
the band practice, a wee are better than Colinsydut nevertheless
it was the same idea, that canntaireachd it ismastt mouth music,
cainnt being language.

And did you spend all of your childhood on Skye, di you stay in
Skye until adulthood?

| stayed on Skye until | was eighteen and went ihéarmy, and
apart from holidays from that day on that is dlave ever been back
in Skye. | was back as often as | could be, buttraball my
contemporaries are gone now on Skye so. But Ihstile a house up
there and go up, and Norman Stoddard who was Kenmy old
tutor’s cousin. He was pipe major of the Skye bmmdnany years, so
Norman’s up there..., he has got a small sheep tlaene. So when |
go up to Skye we spend most of the time togethamiscing and the
usual [Laughter].

In Gaelic or English?

Gaelic.

In Gaelic...?

Yes.

So we get to you joining the army, | believe it wathe Cameron’s?
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Yes the Cameron’s.
Can you tell us a wee bit about your experience the?

Well after the initial training at Cameron Barra@tdnverness, we
were drafted down to Elgin and then we went to lddfeat was our
first posting. Now at Elgin that was the first tinfat | met the great
John Burgess, who was one of the great playeisedfist century,
John was a character too. And | always rememberéef, before |...,
John was ages with myself, he died just three ar years ago after a
car accident.

But John | remember he was getting a lot of mediaipity when he
won everything when he was about sixteen..., heabgolute genius
as far as playing tunes for you. You hear the shd¥ are doing
today, well John was doing that for fun when | kriem sixty years
ago. But | always remember when the draft came doam
Inverness to Elgin, here he was this guy whoseqgraph was in the
paper. He was a corporal in the Cameron’s, andlirergas marching
up and down the platform, and oh, he saw me witlpipg case and
my kit bag and all the rest after | came in theade@gnd right he said
you're a piper come with me..., we don’t wait foetriff raff he says.

And you know to a boy like me at that time it wik& Isomebody then
meeting The Beatles, this guy had his own jeepd, @mwhat style up
to the camp. And he..., Evan MacRae, the pipe nvagarthere..., and
John. Right says John play me a tune, and | pldy&a Leaving
Glenurgquhart, the march Leaving Glenurghuart.d, ladknow he says
who taught you..., it was Donald MacLean he saysv the reason |
went to Donald..., Donald was teaching it in thieosds. But that was
the tune that Donald..., the big, big tune that teaght, and taught all
his pupils. And | thought John was a genius he knght away when
he heard it he just knew that was Donald, all higils..., anybody
that arrived at the depot and was playing Leavifen@quhart were
taught by Donald MacLean.
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So from Elgin we went to Korea that was in 1958nd Korea the
hostilities were over but it was still an activewsee posting. We were
stationed on the 38th Parallel, and you know thatteather in Korea
was really vicious, thirty below and at the peakdAvhen you were
playing pipes in that you couldn’t because the sdeakze up..., the
reeds froze up. And we used to play Reveille ab&iock in the
morning, it was only a couple of squeaks you gatadihe pipes. But
it was..., we toured Japan being in the band..toweed Japan..., well
| say we toured Japan we did Kune, Osaka, Yokaleardal okyo.
And that was the summertime, and the piping sidewé practised,
and we played in the various camps that the Amerfagany were
there, we were in the Commonwealth, your Australaid the New
Zealanders’ camps we used to play there.

But | remember playing in Seoul for a fellow DunddnDonald a
friend of mine up in Inverness, Duncan was on Skye he lives in
Inverness still. And playing at a wedding in Seauanadian
officer’'s wedding..., and it was on the roof ..ellnt thought it was a
massive building coming from a croft house in Skyé.did look
massive. To deviate a bit the first place | ever aaelevision it was
Kune in Japan [laughter], and we were on the roofHis which was
a skyscraper to me. It was about four storeys tbhghthey came to us
and they said look just see the waiter and he powsea drink,
hanging about at the festivities. And just call Weater when you are
ready to go out, well | always remember we hadtig@twhisky and
ice and [laughter] when we had finished our dranjusérattled the
glass with the ice in it and the wee Japanese canmeng in and
poured in the whisky. So we had a good dram beferéeft, but |
always remember that wedding.

So from there the Suez Canal crisis broke out,savere diverted
back to Aden. That’s where we ended up to defeadilfields in
Aden, not that anybody ever bothered with thednut fortunately
enough. But | had two incidents there that werd¢egfuinny, Angus
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Lawrie wrote a tune The Piper in the Cesspool et was me. And
| was to play at a brigadier’'s daughter’s twentgtfbirthday party,
again which was on a rooftop. | think that rooftegs much higher
than the one in Seoul, but anyway so | said talthen major the
band was to play at Khormsakar Airport which wass rtiain airport
in Aden. And with playing at the brigadier’'s daugts | thought |
would be excused, and oh no who did | think | wasi do the
engagement with the band and you will come back bad you will
go to the brigadier’s party.

So when we got there the ratings weren’t allowadtspoh to this do
at Khormsakar Airport..., whisky and rum and anythihat you
wanted. So | said to Billy | am going to enjoy mys$ere, | was so
angry | don’'t need to do the job at all. So | cdmaek to the billet, to
the tent..., oh billets, they were tents. And | haduired a half bottle
of whisky | don’t know how, but there was a felltwm Skye in the
signals tent across the sands about three or tdrkd yards. And |
wanted to go and give lain a dram of this in futgk, and they knew
that | was playing at the party. And going acrdsesdands | saw what
| thought was a concrete slab where there shoulde’one there, and
| went right up to my waist in full dress..., it wa stank...,

Cesspit?
Cesspit...
Jeez.

So | arrived..., | arrived at the tent and, o laearly had a fit and
they were rubbing me down with sweatrags. And #d minute the
jeep came and | was off to the brigadier’s parnyl was met by an
officer DJ McDonald a great character too, righshgs, Graham,
play a few tunes and march round the gatheringst ,do your own
thing and | thought fine. So | kept in the shad@assnuch as possible
and | don’t think anyone saw me, well | had finidlene of our
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selections and somebody came up and said we wi&elgdu to meet
now the brigadier and his daughter well | am stagdiownwind of
them [laughter], but | survived that..., | got oviewithout anybody
noticing. But och I think they were all so drunkyavay they
wouldn’t have bothered, but it wasn’t a very corntdbfe experience.

And the other..., we played quite a lot again,ioil.workers used to
have nights and do something and we played a ltitadf But the
other funny incident | had there..., | had handed . was coming
home | was getting demobbed in the January. Ana S really
building up by this time..., things were gettingtyaand the locals
were turning against us. However | had handed wplkininto the
company stores except you know what | was comingdi@nd Evan
MacRae came in and said, “Graham you are the mpstrienced
piper | have got left.” He said because a lot &rade overs and
young boys, and the Governor of Aden is going toerence down
in Makalah on the coast of Aiden, and you will seethe map that
it's down the coast from the Gulf of Aden and tlvegnt a piper to put
on the cruiser Newfoundland.

So all the gear out of the store and back ontd#upipes, no piper
ever says you can have my pipes so that was find.ndw at that
time | had prickly heat with the constant sweatngl in the
temperature all day, you couldn’t feel a thing wites body was
cool, but when you heated up you were absolutelgirig yourself
apart. Well my first engagement | had to play aadleck at night,
some said the quarterdeck, but | was led to belieae nobody was
allowed in the quarterdeck at night but the highl lyens, but | was
on some deck anyway. But anyway | was getting resmyn below
in NewFoundland* in the heat, and | was like...

And they had a ships pet, a wee monkey. This littleg oh a very
small, it was an intelligent beast too as | fountto my cost. Well as
| was trying to get my hose on he was taking mksand running
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away with them and going..., | was oh. Well he jachpip on the
bunk and I hit him in the nose..., bang..., he walt, screaming all
over the place, and ran out of the place and l.wasyway | got well
from..., | was about four days to Makalah, two dalsea, and two
days there, he made my life a misery. And | usexldep on deck at
night and | would say well boy if you come up hdtging the night
while | am asleep you could take the gun off mel e funniest
thing he was so intelligent he would never go feremcept when
there was trainers about when he knew that | cdaldothing. It was
absolutely amazing, and never did | get an oppdstto... [laughter].

So that was Aden, it was as | say the locals gberahostile towards
us as time went on. | had another incident in thetet, four of us
from the band... The Crater..., when you sail #dien you have got
the Barren Rocks and the hills in front of you. Ahdre is a
mountain pass goes straight through the rocks tiv@enountain. And
on the other side is the place called The CratargvMad Mitch
made his name, and the big..., when Colin Camptelin charge of
the Argylls that's when the Crater*.

But when we went it was a great shopping placehalkraders. So
the four of us were walking round The Crater shogpnow that day
a rumour went round the camp that Nasser the metsaf Egypt had
been assassinated, and | can see the boy in myymind this market
place. He is sitting on a high chair and he hasaguige photograph
of Nasser in front of him, and as we were appraaghie says Nasser
deman..., which meant Nasser good. And | saidrtolbok | says
Nasser dead throat cut today, that is the rumouneeed and thought
nothing else of it. But then the marketplace it \Wes a rising wind, a
babble of voices getting more excited and moretegcilhe next
thing they are all pointing at us and wailing amaying and shouting,
and the stones, the bottles we had to run foriges.| And Alec
Murray from Dumfries shouting “You so and so, yayver stopped
until you got us killed”, but | had never experiedof how the sound
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of voices began to rise and rise to a crescendothatiwas..., so that
was my last encounter in Aden*.

And you said going into there you sailed through ta Barren
Rocks?

Aye the Barren Rocks.

As we know there is a famous tune called the BarreRocks of
Aden is that...?

Aye and its well named because it's barren ther@iking there.

Do you know the origins of that tune, is it anythig to do with the
regiments that was there?

| don’t know if it's anything to do with the regimes, it must have
done, it must have been some... | don’t know | hdaweeen any
composer ever on the thing was it a traditionaétanwas it just
named, as many of the pipe tunes are. They afeaallic airs or
something and given other names, but no it's sedhgt it must have
been that because whoever wrote it was in Adenusectnere’s
nothing more barren than Barren Rocks of Adenadll'srue.

So when you are finished in Aiden | take it you arelemobbed
or...?

Yes got back to Inverness and | was demobbed amdlitjoined the
police in Glasgow, that’s the Glasgow Police tHeut | was seven
years in the police before | went into the bandgésiMcDonald from
North Uist was the pipe major then. Angus coercedmto joining
the band, | had let my piping slip at that timetga bit because |
wasn’t...., | had played at the occasional engagéinét | really
didn’t play much at all actually...

For seven years?
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Oh well..., oh | kept my hand in but nothing newell | had slipped
back so much that mind you probably | would have, ltlaat Angus
used to have me at his house two nights a wee&ttagto speed for
the band shows and everything so... But that wasd then | played
in the band when it was the Glasgow Police. We wleiag very
well..., again Angus McDonald had to build up tlamt) because the
old school had all retired. And it was allowed twand go, and when
he took over it was all new fellows he had recdiitg#o the band, we
were all police then. But | think there is only abfour policemen in
the band now.

Yeah | was going to say when you were in the politg&ck in those
days and you are in the pipe band are there..., agou treated
differently from your fellow officers who are non-pipers are there
special...?

Yes you had steady day shift and you had time factce and all
that, oh yes you were treated different. But witihgs we won
everything minor..., not minor. Every major exct Worlds and we
must have been second in that, the biggest disajpent and Angus
was at Inverness. Muirheads were the big gunsdhdrthey broke
our hearts . So yes, they were a great band whaseHardy was the
pipe major at the time..., one of the great pipérsis era.

And at Inverness we drew with Muirheads, but theligon an
ensemble preference, they had higher marks, we se=@nd once
again. Then Ronnie Lawrie took over, Angus was i@ and he
gave up the band. And Ronnie Lawrie took over,Rmtinie he
started off really well but again things startag@hg a bit. | don’t
think Ronnie got the support that he should havweagthe time, but
anyway Ronnie relinquished the crown then as pippm

| need to tell you a funny story that Ronnie Lavidkl me and others
told me too, Ronnie was a great solo player. He nearly
everything, he was marvellous, he was a giantrofa about six feet
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five and a great player. But there was a man innQifzo used to play
every year in the local piobaireachd, and appardwiwas a very...,
not a very good player. But on this occasion hed$konny when he
had finished his piobaireachd, while he must haa@nkhanging about
he asked him what did you think of my tune thisrfe&and Ronny
wanted to be honest but he wanted to be nice abhawttll he says,
Alistair, he says you were walking a lot bettestyear [laughter]. But
that great character that these fellows were iim tteg/s, | don’t know
if it is like that now | don’t think so.

The professional players today are very professitinare was the
characters..., probably it's the same in sportréheas great
characters in the piping world then all great indiinals, and they
were great players. But now if you look at your emhelons, they are
very, very professional, and there is no nonsergsethat day
everything was free and easy, but neverthelesswieey terrific
players. But anyway lan McLellan took over thandbafter Ronnie
retired from the band, and well the rest is histd@ityough it took him
a long time, it took him about four years to wie thorld title. But by
jove when he won it by he went..., but he was drtbegreats.

That was the start of probably the most successfgirade one pipe
band period we have ever seen?

Yes it was, aye, yes.

And | believe that for the majority of that period your arch
enemies for the want of a better expression was Stwand
Dykehead?

Oh they were, they were.
Who was the pipe major of Shotts and Dykehead at ehtime?
Tom MacAllister, John K | think, his brother at thery start. At the

very start John K was the pipe major when | first@intered them
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and then it was Tom, one of the great things Jolusdd to say was
when we would come in..., when they would be conafigand
meeting us going on they would say the very sedmsd of luck boys
they used to say, and that was a catchphraseBh¢one of the
memories of Shotts was it was very close and wd wee8hotts...,
and to win the Guinness... This is a thing that goo’'t hear about
today is the Guinness Trophy at the top of thedeagow we all got
a..., we used to get a wee medal for winning thmi@Gass Trophy.

Is this like the Champions of Champions now?

Yes..., yes but they stopped giving the medal.&le top of the
league is a great thing to get, however the Euno@sampionship
used to be at Shotts and was the last major ofdhg and we had to
be no matter where Shotts we had to be ahead dafsSHdahey were
third we had to be second. We had to be to ggbdimes and if they
were ahead of us they win it the...

Is this your first world championship or...?

No, no this was | can’t remember what year it vigag. it was the last
major contest of the season, the whole thing huing was ahead of
Shotts or us in the points lead. Well we were on bands after
Shotts, and Shotts came down the road past wheveenestuning,
and they used to play a great tune King GeorgeAvisy, and oh by
god they came down there, they were sounding gheat we said by
jove we would have to be good to beat that todagabse oh they
were going well and unusually it was a good da$laitts weather-
wise.

Well anyway we went on, and we played well and3hetts boys
were up on that terrace thing that cowp up thecethay were
looking very down. And | went up to Donald Thompseimo was a
friend of me, he was the band sergeant. And | Baidald you
sounded fantastic going on today, when you passeden we were

Copyright The National Piping Centre 2012



tuning up..., don’t talk about it Graham, don’ktaDh | said this
sounds good | didn’t see that, what | says what#t Wéhem days |
think we had three sets and the judge or stewart @aut with a bag
and the pipe major with four dices saying numbes, two or three
set, you do know what you were playing when youtveenthe line.

So shall we say for argument’s sake they drew numbe set, and
Tom the pipe major who was one of the best in th@ress Tom
starts playing number two set? Of course the mahtoéhim thought
it was him, and they were in the circle before adybwas playing
the right tune, so we won the Guinness trophydhagt But we won
the contest, but it was oh..., it just shows yoyoaay no matter who
they are, that is one thing in a competition makeistake, nobody
can shout at you or because anybody can do and/#saa real major
one.

So the rest as they say is history...?
Yes.

And | suppose just as under your previous pipe majg Muirheads
had continually broken your heart...?

That'’s right.
Your guys were doing the same thing to Shotts andyRehead.

Aye [laughter] that was it, but Shotts* and Dyketiieare still going
well. The police och there was..., | honestly d&mdw what the
structure of the police is at all now. When | ldfé police there was
no civilians in it, it was all police, but we didat of travelling in the
police over the years. But then as | say sindéhaye been retired
twenty-five years this year from the police. Binave done a few, |
was over in India, and | have been in the CzechuRlepfor solo
jobs. But apart from that | vowed that | would nege into a band
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again after it, and so Murray Kirsop in our own viizand talked me to
go up to help them.

This is our band at the moment Strathendrick you ae talking
about yeah?

Aye and we went..., | went up and of course Cdimpipe major
talked me into..., he wondered would you mind catngewith us, so

| am enjoying it thoroughly so its... You see it'®re relaxed for me
than what the police was, because the time it dartiee end and the
police it was a total disaster if you came secontliwas absolutely
awful. | don’t mean it’'s relaxed..., its relaxed foe because the tunes
aren’t so difficult as the... But mind you it'setlsame pressure you
have to keep your mind on things, you can as easlke a mess of
that as make it in grade one.

But now grade one they have pushed the boundamesma way,

the way | see grade one in our heyday, marchhsipaly and reel, yes
we could have them with any band out there, buinian it comes to
the melodies..., what do you call them the..?

The medleys?

Medleys, when it comes to that we won it. Well @sm’t done in our
time but oh my goodness...

What was it you think that they have got on you nowis it to do
with the setup and the harmonies, or is it the fingr work or...?

Well | suppose it's a mixture of everything, and # little form of
piping. To me | don't like it, there is an awfuklof it and | don’t. But
again | mean the fingering and the wizardry* ofyining now, there
Is stuff to play on the harmonies and everythingalt | hear
harmonies now and | think it's just a noise... ythee murdering the
tune along with the harmonies. It’s alien to marm old fashioned
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now that | am old but..., | don’t like it. But noawvere not as good as
these fellows, but again everything is as goodsatsne so...

Yeah.

So whether the group of us that were there, themihad had that
approach to piping but oh... And again | think ttinet most pipers we
ever had was about fourteen, good lord there isitabaty pipers
now. And what amazes me is how they can get thespiptune
altogether, listening at the medleys | can’t malkevehat they are
doing after that. But | listened on the televisiba other night at
Piping Live 2010, and | was listening to the bigxgyplaying the
march, strathspey and reels. And my goodness tracter that they
were getting with all these pipers, but | think eién’t have
electronic tuners for the ear and yet our soundevasy bit as good
as... But | think to tune there is no pipe maj@tttould control thirty
pipers you know, to tune them without a few of thestruments and
others going around and doing the job. But oh st ¢faanged a great
deal, | suppose everything does.

Can you remember you're very, very first Worlds winand how it
felt?

Yes indeed, oh our first Worlds win was quite dramfor us. We
had the Police Tattoo at the Kelvin Hall, it walsig annual thing at
the Kelvin Hall all the police horses and the band everything. And
the year we won it, it was at Hawick, and we hajisb play and
come straight back to Glasgow. We didn’'t know thguit, it was
announced at the Kelvin Hall that we were worldropaons. And it
was | suppose your first one..., | mean afterrake years | doubt
there was a band that won it since the days ofjtbat John
McDonald of the Glasgow Police of the 1950’s arat thias the first
time we had won.
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So it was a tremendous feeling, but | remember hewous | was.
John MacFadyen one of the great MacFadyen playasgwdging
and | knew John well. And John knew all the bandl,wee all knew
him, he was one the judges. So he was one of &@uaf judges...,
but John and he was standing. Now | think the jsdgmv as far as |
can see there is a circle they can’t go..., themtgm..., one time
when we were playing their heads used to be betweerand | in the
circle. Now it’'s a nonsense because you can’t hearare only
hearing two pipers when to diverse again, when Jballister and
John K judged people used to do what he did. Hddwgao round the
band and then he would stand about fifty yards awagl would say |
am hearing a band now.

But there would be John MacFadyen anyway at Havabkjello
Graham he says and “Right lan,” he says, “Carry &md he is
walking down beside me [laughter], and | am saymqyself if |
have a bad attack, | am right in his ear hole.IRliin’'t and we got
by it and we ended up winning the World Champiopghat was the
first time, and it was announced in the Kelvin Hzill.. There was
another time...? Aye there was another time thatvese | have got it
now Nottingham, when the championship..., so thaine world
champions [laughter].

So have | to correct the opening there, it wasn’tight World
Championships it's nine [laughter]?

It's nine, and of course | knew there was..., Ngftiam was a great
time. We were playing at the Tattoo in GlasgowhatRPolice Tattoo
that year, and at eleven o’clock at night we wenthe bus to
Nottingham and down to Loughborough University. Amel went to
the contest and won it, but it was great again agrbiack up the next
night to play at the Tattoo to come in as worldmap&ns in the
Kelvin Hall with the crowd and everything, that wasite an
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occasion. But aye | knew there was another one where | couldn’t
remember.

Just before we move on from the police, | know therhas been a
lot in the news the last few years about the poligape band about
the withdrawal of funds...?

Yes.

And about the fact that the pipers are not gettingany special
consideration with regard their shifts. | think the band actually
looked as if it was going to end at one point, | heve it is still
going in some form. Do you still have any contactith the police
or do you still have any opinion there?

| haven’t, | haven’t any contact with the new bandll. | don’t
understand what the setup is now, | have no regbhcb and nobody
seems to know what’s happening as far as... Whar@g a reunion
in April of this year so maybe | will hear then tbinave heard them
and I've heard recorded stuff, they are a very doarad. But to me
it’s not a police band now, because there is omly policemen in it.

But yes it was..., | mean | don’'t know they coult/a kept the band
going the way it was. We were a very successflit@ainit when we
were all in Central Division that is what we welRatrick Hamill was
the Chief Constable and he created the unit. Andeadt with crime
in the town and that type of stuff, and appareittiyas very
successful on this. And then we had a number oéfGDonstables
Andrew Sloan and Leslie Sharp, John Orr and thelyahlaand and it
was their thing. But then this new fellow came fjaat butchered the
whole thing, and | honestly don’t know how...

This is the new Chief Constable?

The new Chief Constable, and | don’t know how tgeyfunding or
how much the police has to do with them | just dé&mow. But |
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know for one thing there are no facilities nonalgtand a lot of them
are playing in other bands the policemen that wetke police which
was unthinkable, so | don’t know.

So moving on from the police, are you telling me it for the
twenty-five years that you have been retired, up ui joining
Strathendrick* a couple of years ago you had no imslvement in
pipe bands?

No none at all.
No?

None at all, | just had no involvement at all imtda. | played on solo
of course not competing, but engagements and |ldepte that way,
but no nothing. Well | suppose it was circumstangesting to my

age | couldn’t play in a grade one band now, acouldn’t play in a
two or a three probably either [laughter]. But Wiee band here | can
play in that, | am not too bad | can get the tuaaght. But | just..., it
never just happened and | had no desire to. Anadhwient up to
Strathendrick* | thought | was just going to heda¢h the youngsters,
but when | got going with it | have enjoyed it afid it's a great wee
organisation.

And | believe that you have been a member of the @gow
Highland Club?

Yes.

| take it that has played a big part in helping youto keep your
hand in while you have been retired from the police

Yes, that’s right, that’s right. The Glasgow HighdaClub it is
founded on piping and very piping orientated..s g# that kind of
thing. Another thing | was extremely lucky on, Meano great ear to
set a pipe chanter, in fact | am pretty poor atidw in the police |
had lan McLellan and John Wilson two great felldaisgetting the
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tone, and so | never had to try too hard becagse it done for me.
And then | went to Strathendrick and Colin is amothenius at
setting the pipes, and in fact Colin’s job in oua@e Four band is a
lot harder than a Grade One pipe major becausadmder saying to
lan McLellan when he was at the top of his peakwhe band and
everything | says how do you think you would faithwa lower grade
band? Would you create wonderful...? | says | dlndw | would
probably be useless because my job is easy | ayrt@skt up the
pipes, it's all good players | deal with | havetot.., | haven't to do
anything. That is always a different ballgame ehirvhen you..., |
will tell you why...

Is this because the lower grade players maybe dortilow as
steady and...?

Steady and the various..., the various degreesilitfyasou have got
and to blend them together, and that's where yoe lgat to do what
you are doing, it's a different approach. But |l you a funny
story about lan McLellan. We were going to | caeinember what
world champion was, used to practice at AnniesHkigh School
playing fields. Well, we were starting, set us mg @layed the sets a
couple of times. And the next thing he exploded eadted us for all
the useless so and so and so on under the suml, efxampions, there
Is not much hope for you if you play like that tomow. And we was
jeez, what was wrong, and oh we were just stunned.

So we went home everybody shaking his head and evorgdwhat
was wrong with it, he was going round going intiit.aSo anyway
like everything else on the day of our contest, kiihk you get the
same with Colin when the day of the contest you@ggh it there is
no word of it and we won it. And at the next preethim and | were
together in the car coming up to Anniesland onTthesday, lain |
says... | says what was that the stramash on Frisays and the
practice what was wrong with the band? Nothingdys 4 went round
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the band he says and | got a fright, | heard thityiqg the sound and
everything and | said to myself here it is we'valpsed, we've had it
what can | do? We will never get this sound, ardahly thing |

could do is give you a row and bring you back daavearth. So that
was lain’s psychology.

Graham you come from Skye...?
Yes.

This is a controversial subject, but because you owe from Skye |
am going to have to ask you your opinion on it. The
MacCrimmon* legend what is your take on it?

Well it's very, very hard to say | don’t think.l.think there is a lot of
legend..., | am using the word legend about itstali* Campsie*
have you ever read the book?

You recommended it to me and | bought it yes.
Yes, the..., the...
The Mac...*

Well after that book came out all the big guns wareColonel
Murray*, and you name them they were turning soaudts. But they
didn’t disprove any of the points that Campsie* mathaybe it was
too severe. But funny going back to my old tutonKg now one of
the points | think that Campsie* made, there wasrace...,
archaeological trace of a college every being ir&aig* he made
that claim in the book.

Just for the record | think it's fair to say we are talking about the
book by Alistair Campsie*?

That's right.
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| think it's called The MacCrimmon Legend and the Madness of
Angus McKay, is that it?

That's right, aye. Now Kenny..., | gave Kenny my tlitor the book
and he said oh it's a load of rubbish. And thenolught up now none
of the scholars picked up on it, | says well hesdagays in the book
there is no trace of there ever being a colledgoateraig. Of course
he says there’s not. Once a building in them dags wacated all the
stones were pillaged by other people to build oblmerses and there
wouldn’t be a trace of it, so none of the schofacked up on that.
But I think there is an awful lot of..., see Dond8ddLeod once said to
me..., the great Donald McLeod he said that whdbbed strange
about paiobaireachd that he thought a lot of waknow it today
was impossible for the people to compose becaesettiought in
song in those days. And that’s incorrect, some isflike Gaelic
song, some of it, is but an awful lot of it..., bdkink there is a lot of
legend. | think if I'm right have you ever read dsbn* and
Boswells* Journey To The Hebrides?

No | haven't.

That's a very good book, now he, | don’t think veaunvegan
Castle in 1773 and makes no mention of bagpipessabaer. So you
just wonder if it was so..., so much to the forat tthere is something
about it. And now | don’t know if this is true oohbut wee Donald
McLeod told me that there is no trace of where @ityhem are
buried. Now whether that and | don’t know if | amiihg accurate
with that or not, but he said that there is nodrat.., where you
would think there would be some sort of traceinnkithat there
probably were pipers.

| have a funny saying Roderick McDonald, John Mcéldis brother
maybe you have probably heard the story when thgg khis... Now
this bagpipe at Dunvegan Castle the speckled gpmspbagpipes

that were found in a house in Skye the last cerdange time. And if
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this was the speckled gray pipes of the MacCrimnvams knows,

but Ruaraidh Roidein as | called him, was an olkepaharacter.
Ruaraidh was asked to play the pipes, and Ruapaitireeds in it and
blew it up and footered with it for a while he sajtsthat is good for
Is firewood [laughter] and this was the grey Mao@rion pipe but
it's in a glass case there. Now there must hava bemething piping
wise but who knows, and | reckon that a lot oftilnges, well as
Campsie did that Angus McKay had taken from Argyitl other
places. Donald McLeod said that a series of pieaaind came from
Ireland with the harp....

But no | think | know alright, but there is someopée religiously
swallow this. Especially people from overseas,atlsvely story but |
think that'’s all it is at the end of the day [late.

So we have come close to the end of the intervietlvere is just a
couple of questions | would like to ask you. One ihe obvious, the
greatest piper you have ever met or ever heard playg? You

don’t have to nail it down to one if you feel you e going to be
upsetting somebody, but do you have a superstar hethat is your
favourite of all time?

| haven't as such..., at the present day Angus M#idRat's my..., |
mean...

Angus MacColl, Oban?

Angus MacColl, Oban, Stuart Liddell is a great glayAll the top
echelons they are lovely players, but this is aenalf taste. And
John Burgess in his heydays.

Where was John Burgess from?

He was..., apparently his father was a mystery tHanfather was
from Balfron apparently, and he went to Willie Res&l was... There
was a story told about him when Ross was teachiagteat pipe
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majors and the Guards, and he was teaching thieimk it was
Lament for the Children. And there was this ??® arthe hardest
tune of the book to interpret it properly. Now lag's to them when
they were finished their lessons on playing*, | gomg to bring this
fellow in to let you hear how it should be playdshd John Burgess
came in at twelve years of age and played the Lafoethe

Children, they were all threatening to throw thmpes away, what
will we be doing all our lives. He could play ittlwieither hand on top
too, but oh he was a great character. He was pa . said before
there was characters then.

| am not on the circuit now maybe there is now tod, | think they
are more professional now, they are not the samd.lAhink there is
not the same drinking went on as went on at...chiagacters Willie
Lawrie that composed The Pap of Glencoe, and edidlgreat
marches, Kilbowie Cottage. But as the story toldvieat on after
competing in the Gold Medal, and his wife asked lidvwyou get on,
he said | won the gold medal but | gave it to JbloColl he said
[laughter], of course that's Angus McColl’s undBut yes that is my
favourite player, he’s my favourite player and thethers just as
good but especially a two four marches. But the &gl Barra is on
this Saturday so | will be going down there.

That is down at the College of Piping?

Aye, the College of Piping so...

And suffice to say you have travelled the world bese of it?
That'’s right.

You have met loads of great characters because ¢? i

Yes, yes.

Piping has been a big part of your life?
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Oh aye, yes.

If you were speaking to somebody and they were thking about
getting their youngster into piping, what would yousay that
piping gives to somebody if they take it up at thahge?

As | say it opens so many doors, you can trave\bidd with it. You
met the great and the good..., you have a whotdypa of... It opens
just | feel as my life would have been very dullidn’t know what |
would have done without piping. | mean as time gmesg’s always
with you whether you are playing or not, and y&satgreat thing.
And especially now with the way it's broadened and all these folk
bands, | mean there are lovely players in thessgpé with great,
great fingers, they don’t bother with pipe bandsampetitions. They
are all making more from travelling more doing that

Fred Morrison* comes to mind.

Fred oh aye..., Fred is an absolute genius andchal$as won
everything too that can be won in conventionalqmpiOh aye he’s
great.

And | believe he hasn’'t written off a comeback as @il so you
never know..., watch this space.

Oh you never know, Duncan McDonald was telling mefriend in
Inverness he heard him play was it that kind ofmfer winners’
contest of some sort of competition in Inverness Bred was second
in, my goodness he said he can still play the cotimeal stuff. Aye
so he said that, every time | met Fred he always gell are you still
having a tune, yes | says | can play Highland Laddi good as Fred
Morrison any day, that’s the spirit he says [laeght

Right one last question, it probably seems a stramgone for
somebody who has enjoyed as much success that yavé had.
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But any regrets? Anything you didn’t do in piping that you sit her
now and wish you had have done?

Played piobaireachd that is the only regret | hesvéar as..., and
maybe even put more into my light music than | dichuld have
done a bit better. But nevertheless but not haplaged piobaireachd
until it was far too late for it so that.

What kind of state of health do you think piping isin today, as
compared to when you were in your heyday?

Oh it's better than ever, there is more pipers aod there is more
good pipers now. The standard was good in my yalayg, but when

| look at the competing piping now there is so maftyere was..., |
tell you when | was a boy it was unthinkable tcalsegood as the
Donald MacLean’s, MacLeod'’s, the John Burgess’as ¥ouldn't be
as good as them, you couldn’t get a fellow of @rter seventeen and
say who are the masters? | will show them. Andattieude has
changed that way, oh no the piping is more ofabfrall over the
world. You have got America, Canada, New Zealandtralia all
piping. Even the Japanese, and Europe, all ovesgeuthe Highland
bagpipes, it's better than ever before as farasdstrds go and
everything. The standard instrument of course hagent the
engineering of the instrument for everything els®j can hear that
when you hear the old recordings than it is nowouidh on a last note
John Burgess said if the pitch were any higher theyld have to get
collie dogs to judge it [laughter].

[Laughter] on that note [laughter] Graham Richardson thank you
very much for your contribution to Noting the Tradition today.

Thank you very much Billy.
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