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This is Christine Martin talking to Hugh MacDonald at Viewfield
House, Portree, on October 28 2012. Hugh, I've come to talk to
you today about your grandfather, Colonel Jock Mac@nald.
Can you tell me, where was Colonel Jock born?

He was born in Skye; he was born in this house"bbecember
which is quite extraordinary because my oldest t&rgvas also
born on 7' December. He was born in 1890.

Was his family from Skye originally then?

His mother’s family were definitely from Skye; msother’s family
were all from Kyleakin and had been for many get@na and prior
to that from Duntulm so they’ve been in Skye fdomrg, long time.
My great, great grandfather, the first MacDonatulbé living here in
this house actually came from Dingwall but the dpauis that they
came originally from Balranald in North Uist ancétfamily came to
Skye via Dingwall. He was alleged to have walke&kye with a
guinea in one pocket and his law degree in theratheearch of a job
and he got a job with the then Factor or Chambeftam the
MacDonald Estates who was an Dotair Ban who wadéddcand a
well-known man in the Highlands. He subsequentlyriad his
daughter, Johanna, which is how they came to beihegkye. The
MacDonalds have probably only been...Clanranaldhsde think that
he is my Clan chieftain [laughter].

That's quite a nice thought. So where was he edueal?

He went to the primary school in Portree and he fwth®f stories
about that, about the kids all coming across tloeesfrom Glen
Penifiler and Heatherfield and they would taketisbioes off if they
had any shoes, put them in the bag and walk atinesshore through
the mud and then get to school and try and dratottie back of the
class where they had a coal fire.

It would have been a long walk round if he hadn’t lad to do that?
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A long walk, yes, imagine children walking thattdisce now to go to
primary school. He got into serious trouble foeaking Gaelic in the
school which was distinctly frowned upon at thatdi You just
didn’t do it! My great grandfather | think was tpiunusual in that he
was very keen on traditional music and particul&ggn on Gaelic
and | think a lot of the influence would have cofmen my great
grandmother whose family as | say have been in 8kgwver. She
was herself musical and also a native Gaelic spedWg great
grandfather is alleged to have put it in the sets/arontracts that they
were to speak Gaelic and Gaelic alone in the hbase

That was very ahead of his time.
Very ahead of his time, in fact, it wasn’t reallgred at all.
When did he learn to play the bagpipes?

My grandfather? | think he would have learnt veoyiyg. | was
saying earlier on I've got this lovely photograghhoy grandfather
dancing when he was probably about eight on tha feavn here
with my great grandfather also dancing, and higiobdother, Sandy,
playing the pipes. My grandfather always said S8etdy was a
better piper than he was whether this was reallgrswt but he died
when he was fourteen so nobody really knows hdexkis

Do you know who taught him the Bagpipes at that tira?

| don’t know who taught him. | suspect there agege who
probably do. It might be worth speaking to laind#adyen or
someone like that because he certainly will halkethabout that sort
of thing to John MacFadyen and others.

Was he a serious piper, did he complete in pipingoenpetitions?
I've not heard of him competing, he may have doHe.certainly

judged piping and judged it a lot after he cameldemm India but he
wouldn’t have been competing at that age anyway.
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He would have been maybe when he was younger?
Yes, when he was younger.
Did you see a lot of your Grandfather when you wergoung?

| did. My father was in the Army so my childhooas\fairly
nomadic but Viewfield was always home so when ntigdahad
leave we invariably came here to see my grandparevly father
died in 1970, he was only thirty nine years old ans only just
thirteen and it was from that moment on | spentarione in Skye
than anywhere else. So, in an extraordinary wagyvk an awful lot
of stories about my grandfather and his generati@heven my
grandfather’s father that most people don’t knowause | spent my
teenage years living with my grandparents so | kadat and do
know rather more than most people know about tjreiat
grandparents and so on.

That’s very nice.

It was fun.

Did your father play the pipes? Was it passed down?

Well, my father did play the pipes, not to any gitandard | don’t
think. He was certainly in charge of the pipe banthe Queen’s
Own Highlanders for a while. | think he was notatviou might call

a committed piper.

So there was quite a lot of piping in your grandfater’'s house
when you came to Skye?

Always. There was always somebody here, peoplelike D
Burgess, | remember Seumas MacNeill and othersmémber all
sorts of high heid yins in the Piping world who weegular visitors
and all the time and, of course, my grandfather szakeen on
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making the piping competitions in the Skye Gamesraortant
event and a fixture so he had lots of people hierays and | grew up
listening to seriously good pipers.

You were lucky.

So | sometimes go down to the square or go to soewe point
somewhere and you think “I wish that man would thisepipes” but
| remember one particular thing which was fabuloWen | was
probably about seven or eight, it was in the suntimerand my
grandfather had Seton Gordon from Duntulm rountth@&evening, it
was August and it was a dull, damp, horrible midgening and
Seton was playing a piobaireachd on the lawn andmagdfather had
lit little piles of peats all around the lawn satlthe smoke would
keep the midges away so there was Seton marchatgveds and
forwards, he was a very tall man, wreathed in peaike and it was
quite atmospheric.

It would be. That sounds lovely. Did these pipersame to stay for
weekends?

Oh, they were here a lot and my grandfather atiugh my childhood
| remember every Friday night in the wintertimehtaal a little ceilidh
every Friday night, and there would be whoever arasind at that
time and there were always the usual suspects lgp@eeple like
Donald MacMillan the fiscal who was a fiddler.

He was from Breakish as well, | think?

He was, the MacMillans were certainly from Breakiahd then there
was Tony Fisher who was the GP in Dunvegan who ragdfather
taught how to play the pipes along with Dougie Meatl and he had
some musical background but he didn’t learn to phaypipes until he
was in his thirties. He got quite good for a whildon’t think he still
plays; he’s quite an old man now.

Did your grandfather teach many others to play thepipes?
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He taught a few | think. He certainly was an iefige with Malcolm
Jones playing the pipes and then subsequently (RuMostly, | think
it was done in conjunction with Dougie. | remembe&ugie

MacLeod who was a local Portree joiner; Dougie iva® all the
time, and he and my grandfather were as thickiasdh, they were
always out up to mischief somewhere and everywtieriethere was a
recital or anything the two of them would be offiéther.

Was that just travelling round the island, or was hat off the
island as well?

Oh, off the island as well. They would go to thertlern Meeting.
They were certainly travelling about.

Was that when your grandfather was a judge?

He was a JP but he never actually... He refuseut ptank to serve as
a JP so, although he was a JP, he never actuaty she bench. He
said he wasn’t going to try people for doing thitiggt he was quite
likely doing himself [laughter].

What about being a piping judge, was he a piping jdge as welP

A piping judge? Yes, | remember going often to Maad
Glenfinnan, he judged there along with Seton Gomwh Angus
MacPherson. Angus MacPherson was a lovely mawgasehe oldest
by at least a decade and | remember going, proliabliast time |
went with the three of them, to Glenfinnan and AsijlacPherson
was probably about ninety three and we were stagiingverailort
Castle, where Mrs Cameron Head was, and after didangus played
the ground of the piobaireachd on a full set ofttagd bagpipes
which was pretty amazing at ninety three. He dgdsthortly
thereafter, about three months later | think. Hewan amazing man.
The three of them used to sit there and, of coaltthe pipers used
to think they were asleep so they’d start to trgt play the fool and
they always noticed! They always knew becauséhiee of them
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would be sitting there with their eyes closed hatg and you'd
always get somebody who thought they would try puidone over
on them. But there are lots of photographs of titemthree of them
sitting in front of the memorial there at Glenfima

Do you have some of these photographs?

Yes.

It would be nice to have a copy of them if you haveme?
Yes, | am sure I've got those.

Do you know what make of bagpipes Colonel Jock had?

| don’t know what they were at all I'm afraid. law rather afraid my
grandmother would do something funny with them patithem all in
a box, locked the box up, put it away and havepdred it, I'm afraid
it's still there and | need to do it.

Did your grandmother not like piping then?

She wasn’t desperately keen on piping. She dldk&tthe full set of
pipes. She was quite happy to listen to him playhe wee pipes
which she did a lot but | think she got slightlyvén mad because my
grandfather was always playing the pipes. All tigio my childhood
in the afternoons or evenings he was always plagimthe chanter,
always, hours on end he would be sitting in hiswgmaying on the
chanter. The wee pipes he played a lot and these said to have
been, | can’'t remember his name now, Sir WaltettScpiper,
whoever Sir Walter Scott’s piper was, his smallggip

Very nice, that’'s a very nice history to have, dogu still have
those?

| still have them. The drones are quite splitlecps but it didn’t
seem to bother him too much. He had all sortdesftecal tape all
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round the drones and | do remember all sorts okfuthgames
because it was long before modern bags and fithegbags with all
sorts of strange mixtures and he very often putitba@es on with
jubilee clips [laughter] it didn’t seem to bothemh | remember one
particular evening when | was probably about staemor eighteen
we went to a recital in Dunvegan and | think it Wwasin D Burgess
who was playing and after that we went to the déetoouse in
Dunvegan where Tony Fisher was. We just sat tlugra ceilidh and
we were probably there for about three hours orenamd my
grandfather played without stopping for at leashaar and a half. It
was all light music and old tunes that people dandw very often
now. It was lovely. | have got a recording oftteamewhere.

That would be interesting to have if you've got it.

| have got it. There are a number of BBC recorsiogmy
grandfather. Certainly John MacFadyen had a progra called |
think it was Great Pipers of the Past | think itsveand my grandfather
was on at least two of those talking about piping.

Was it a tape of the one that’s just been done ohé special one?

The one that was just done yes, that's a very apenie, nobody else
will have that.

It could be digitised. That would be a nice thinga keep for the
future.

You can go and have a look for it after you've rewied interest in
his work. Can you tell me anything about his lifem the Army?

He was never a regular soldier. Because he reagedColonel
everybody thinks he was but he was a rugby playeére played for
Scotland in 1911, a game against Wales, and hstie the
photographs of that, in fact, I've still got higginal rugby shirt and
the cap. After that match, he was told it was threevent out to earn
his living because he broke his leg which finishexiclub rugby
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playing career at that time and he went out todmalil911 to work
for his uncles who had tea estates at that timdledwere
MacKinnon uncles. Then, of course, War broke ouit914 and he
came straight back as a lot of young men did ahdowarse, got off
the ship in Southampton, went up to London andejdiap
straightaway. He joined the first regiment thas\aaailable at the
time which was the Inns of Court Regiment in Lon@mal then
subsequently transferred to the Camerons. He e about it;
these men never spoke about the War. He spenirithe trenches
for a while and then because he was a linguisteaedybody realised
he was a linguist because he had been broughtiogual, he’d then
gone to India and he’d learnt Urdu and Indie antbus other Indian
dialects and someone in the War Office put two tavaltogether and
realised that Urdu is derived from Farsi whichhis Persian language
so in the latter half of the First World War he vpadled out of
France and sent to, it was called in those daysopletamia. He
went off there and the job was to chase around Répawas the late
deposed Shah of Iran’s father and keep him on therso that he
couldn’t be of any use to the Germans. So, irldtier half of the
First World War he seems to have spent his timengulyersian rugs
and polo ponies [laughter].

He would have enjoyed that.

He did get quite ill at one point. He got what wafled a
retroperitoneal ulcer which very nearly killed hirthink. He was in
hospital in Baghdad and when the doctor did hisdwaunds at night,
this chap walked round the wards and said he’tlded in the
morning, he’ll be dead in the morning, he’ll be déathe morning,
and he looked at my grandfather and said he woellddad in the
morning. My grandfather said “| won't be dead e tmorning” to
himself and several weeks later when he was basudrged, he’'d
got better, he went off and sat in the Registr@ffsce waiting for the
Registrar to give him his discharge papers so bé&ayo back. The
Registrar was an Indian doctor and disappearedrmfmy
grandfather did what everybody does left in anceffhe was getting
bored so he just read the papers sitting on tabeoflesk from behind
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it, upside down, and realised that what he wasitgpht was his own
death certificate. It was complete and filledargeath certificate
signed by the doctor, the only thing that was mohpleted was the
time of death [laughter]. So, he asked the Rejisthe could have
this and the Registrar got a bit upset and saicb&in’t have it.
Eventually, because my grandfather was persigtengot given it
with a cancelled stamp on it [laughter]. He haat there but, of
course, the dog’s made a nest with it in his begiraad it's got eaten
| think. He attributed this retroperitoneal ultersand in the
Australian whisky which was the only thing to dritiley could get
hold of in that part of the world at that time. Hien’t think much of
Australian whisky!

Did he do any piping when he was there or did he & his
chanter with him?

He would certainly have had his chanter with hife was never
separated from his chanter so I’'m quite certaidide I've seen one
photograph at any rate of him piping in India. \Wlne was in Persia,
Mesopotamia, various Middle Eastern countries lagg own forms
of bagpipes, he collected quite a large collectibhits and bobs of
strange bagpipes, again, which I still have. Utnfoately, | don’t
know what they are but there are various setsrahge pipes which
he picked up.

| asked you earlier about education you said he wemo Portree
Primary School, where did he go after that?

Fettes in Edinburgh and he would certainly havenliaaght pipes
there. | think he had rather a good Piping tutdEdinburgh. So
that's where he went.

Did he go to university after that?

Yes, he did. He used to say he went to both. rAfthool he went to

Oxford and then during the First World War he waistgo
Cambridge to learn his Farsi, that's why he saiavbat to both.
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He was very well travelled [laughter]. Did he wrie any tunes?

He did. He was always diddling away, quite a feege know about
it, there’s a book that was published by Duncan IMacl of Skeabost
which had tunes that were my grandfather’s and ohtaclLeod’s,
the local joiner in Portree. They were thick as\hbs, they did
everything together but one particular tune in veneeh | remember
very well was the Muscovy Ducks and | can remenhi@ractually
diddling away with it when he was writing it andetivhole concept
was that you were making the noise [noises] likedticks sucking up
the bread from the milk, so it was good fun. |'d&now of any

other tunes that he wrote that were published’busuire he did.

What sort of date was that book published?

It must have been published in about 1971 or 19[@@rtly after my
father died. It doesn’t say in the book when isyablished. I'm
sure | could ask Duncan but it was certainly aftgrfather died
because there was a lament to my father.

So was it mostly new tunes then?

They were all new tunes and they were all sortuitectopical. They
were all people that | remember and knew — Annf@hf, Bruce
McGhee and D C Macleod of Stornoway. Defeat inictdsy, |
wonder who wrote that? My grandfather was in Burmiéne Second
World War and Field Marshal Slim wrote a book cdll2efeat to
Victory. It was written by my grandfather. My gidfather had a
great deal of time for Field Marshal Slim who wa®Wn as the
“Forgotten General” when he was in Burma. He wiaamegular
soldier but after the First World War he went back to India again
and worked as a tea estate manager. These chéhpsvieay short
civilian career, only about nineteen years, and tewas back again
into the Army and the Second World War. In thed®ecWorld War
he was technically too old because he was fiftg-Awd | think most
people were not called up if they were over fiftit because he was a
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linguist they wanted him and he ran a pioneer cofprostly Indian
labour building roads south through Burma as thetyrigl of the
Japanese. He managed to keep everything togathkeis sort of
personal possessions, and then he was going imigoRa and
crossing the Irrawaddy and the raft tipped overlamtbst everything
that he everything that he’'d had with him all thghuhe War.

| can imagine that he was upset. | heard that he’dnet at one time
Mairi Mhor nan Oran?

Yes, there is rather a well known story about thée. used to tell that
at all the ceilidhs when he was Fear an Taigh. ri\iéhor lived at
Skeabost which is not all that far from here, ibiyealked over the
hill from here, it's only about four miles and whiea was probably
eight or nine years old, maybe slightly youngenttieat, | am not
quite sure when she died but | think she died éenléite 1890s, and he
had been there with his father. My great gran@fiatias supportive
of Mairi Mhor and he’d been there with his fathadane decided one
day that he would take off on his own and go tlzer@ he vanished
from this house. Nobody knew where he’'d gone amhally two
and two was put together and he was out at Skeahdstome wee
boy came running into Mairi Mhor's house and sdftkefe’s a big
man outside looking very angry in a top hat sittimga coach” and
Mairi Mhor was alleged to have lifted her skirtsldnd him
underneath. He said he was nearly asphyxiatedhtay. All was
forgiven later but she was hiding him for a while.

What can you tell me about his sister, apparentlylse was very
active in promoting Piping and Scottish music genealy in Skye
too?

Toonie was. She was known as Toonie, all theseddaad
nicknames.

Why was she called Toonie?
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| have no idea. It's a very odd name but her propene was
Johanna. Actually, the gates in the Parish Churétortree are for
her but she had..., | think, again, with her fated mother’s
influence, she had always grown up with it. She wae of those
people who could pick up any instrument, she warenlibly musical.
The whole family were very musical and | remembsrdms an old
lady playing a Jew’s harp but she was quite eldeHgn | knew her.
She died when | was five or six. She was a dreatliver, she had
an old black Rover car and | remember it cominghgoroad and the
crashing of gears and that sort of thing. Sheanasof those people,
a bit like my grandfather, with our generation ymut the car into
whatever gear you wished to travel in and thenslguthe clutch, so
the engine would be screaming but she was storfetteacar would
be moving and she wouldn’t hear it but she was «esn on piping.
| think she set up the Skye Piping Society andvgdi®..music was
very much a family thing. 1 think if you go to tlechive Centre
there’s quite a lot in there about Toonie settipghe Piping Society.
Calum MacLean knows quite a lot about it because=ad it all
which | haven’t done I'm afraid.

| heard that Colonel Jock was involved in the Pennyor the Piper
at Boreraig. Can you tell me more about that?

Oh, very definitely. | used to go to that everaywith him and that
was a lot fun. We’d go and...There was a pipingpetition held at
Husabost and there was a tradition that the Manausgiven the land
at Boreraig to the MacCrimmons for a penny andobaireachd
which was their rent and that tradition was sontevived by the
????Martin and Seumas MacNeill of the Piping Sgciet

When was that revived?

Probably in the early seventies | would think amdrhember an
occasion when that was filmed by the BBC and SeuvtaNeil
arrived in a helicopter which was an awful lot ohfand as a sort of
cheeky youngster, | had never seen a helicopterdai my life, it
looked rather fun, and they were going to go alm &ind fly around
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Dunvegan Castle and take a film of that so | madagéitch a lift.
It was a beautiful day and we flew across the loch.

Do you know when that originated, that they revivedt?

They revived it...The story was that when the Maa@rons had been
the tenants at Boreraig that this was their redtthat because the
Martins were very close cousins of the MacLeod3watvegan

anyway.

And lain MacFadyen did also revive it, he used toake the school
pupils but | don’t know if that happens any more nav. My son,
he was younger then, he used to love it, he useddee it. That
was the Martins’ house

Yes, they did love it. All the children loved néit was in the house
but the house became increasingly dangerous dmiiakl it has very
serious dry rot. The floors used to give way evesw and then and |
think it just all got too much. [30.22.5] Matrtia still alive but he is
In his late nineties | think but the house is faghambolic.

It was a nice tradition to have though.

It was, | think it was a lovely but it just got toauch for them. They
got too old and it was too much to continue.

Your grandfather was involved in that.

He was very much involved in it, very heavily invedl in it and took
a great interest in it. The other thing he didtanNith was he was
heavily involved in the Cadets in Skye but then doat of
subsequently went into a further interest in pipamgl setting up the
Isle of Skye Pipe Band after the War.

He was involved in setting up the Isle of Skye Pipgand as well?
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Yes, he was the President of the Isle of Skye Bag&d for years
along with shinty. All these things were his paasi shinty as well.

Do you have any other anecdotes about Colonel Jotkat people
would find interesting?

Oh, I'm sure there are many but you've probablyrtiemough drivel
from me for one day.

It's interesting to hear the stories about your gradparents.

He and my grandmother were an extraordinary couphey used
to...How they remained together | have no idea. gvindfather used
to refer to my grandmother as suffering from mogriate because
she was quite evil in the mornings sometimes angdwealways quite
convinced she talked too much! Certainly on onsasion,
somebody was coming to tea in the afternoon angnaydmother
had gone out to feed the owl, you may have heatdatf he had an
owl for years which everybody locally will remembérived in the
shed out across the lawn there, and, of coursen wiyegrandmother
went to feed the owl the door blew shut behinddmet the wooden
latch dropped down so she was shut in the owl'sbavhere she
remained, and she was bawling for help, and mydjatiher was, of
course, ignoring it completely. Someone came epdtive, it was
somebody who was coming up for tea, and they S&idk, what's
that noise?” “Oh, it's only the old trout, she’susim the shed but she
can stay there for a little longer” [laughter].

That wasn’t very kind.
No.
The Colonel Jock Memorial Trust was set up after s death to

promote piping and generally Scottish Music in Skye Can you
tell me more about that?
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It was largely the Vice-Admiral Roddy MacDonald wivas a very
good friend and he was involved with the Highlarghgs as well
and Roddy really liked my grandfather, they gotveny well

together, so it was Roddy’s idea that there shbald Memorial set
up after he died. Roddy ran around and arrangethéoinitial capital
which was designed to produce an income for thetTrOf course,
for the last eight years, it has produced no incainatsoever and so
it's become rather difficult but it was a... Thencept was good and
rather like the Husabost Show | think childrenIseehjoy it. | think
it's something different, you're not playing in ackless hall
somewhere and it's a lot of fun. | hope it doe®@tome too much of
a burden but | still enjoy it. | enjoy the facatH meet lots of the kids
and lots of local children and | really enjoy thgnawing up and then
coming back again and there are people now likeRaiairidh
Finlayson who'’s playing here and is now teachintihatschool.

They’re judging it now and they were former pupils?

Yes, people like Hector Henderson, Susan Nayldn v fiddle and
all those people. After thirty years it’s a litthe difficult because you
know people are that much more divorced from kngwito my
grandfather was and what he was all about. Sgdbager children
particularly, they don’t have any idea, whereasahes who were
initially involved certainly did. They knew all alt it.

It keeps his name alive. It's a memory to the teadrs and pupils.

But he did a lot for traditional music generallySkye | think. He did
do alot soitis a good idea to keep it going hedlid enjoy it. |
don’t know my childhood... Certainly | still walkagt his room every
now and then and in my head hear him playing orctiamter. | still
do that.

That's a lovely note to end this interview on. Yolve been very
helpful and it's been very interesting so thank yowery much,
Hugh.
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Not at all, Christine, | enjoyed it.
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