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Now I'll just introduce the recording. My name isVeronica
Hartwich I'm a volunteer with the National Piping Centre’s
Noting the Tradition Project. On today, Tuesday 6th November
2012, | am speaking to lan Duncan currently residig in
Perthshire, is that correct?

Yes.

Piper with many years experience, a wide and variedxperience.
Hello lan.

Hello Veronica, that’s just about it, yes.

Yes. [Laughs] As | said earlier on the stories cabhe whatever you
want to talk about in terms of piping and you. Perhaps if we
could just start out with one of the thingsthat interest me, is the
fact that you come from a musical family, where youown father
was a noted singer and what that meant for you todcome
involved in musicand piping yourself?

Well, I was born in 1950. My lasting memories of father was he
was always singing everywhere. That was aboubi, know, he
wasn’t performing, so on and so forth. But you'drays say that he
was brought up in the Bothy area, in the Bothyitiawal. He was
brought up on a farm where he relates all thesbyBstngs and
everything he was brought up with as the pop mofstoday.
Anyway when he was young he was taught to plagtiamter. He
never got on to bagpipes, there was no money tdobagpipes and
then he went off to the Second War and then hern@aged again
until | was about eight, he decided... He went id\b@rdeen one
day bought a practice chanter and then startetiitegame, we
shared the chanter as there was not enough motely tiovo
chanters. So he was responsible for teaching meiples for about a
year and a half and then took me to the local pgred Turriff and
District, which was the main band in the area.dswnly in a matter
of weeks when Jimmy Robertson of Banff he was pe pnajor of
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the Gordon Highlanders. He was responsible forhiegcall the
good pipers in that area that he thought were wedhbhing. He took
me under his wing for a couple of years, Jimmy Risioa of Banff.
So | went to him for a couple of years until heddaand then my
father got me going again until the pipe majorhaf Turriff and
District took me under his wing and started teaghnre, because he
was a competing piper.

What was his name?

Bill Hepburn, no less from a very famous pipingfly. Around
about 1962, | was about twelve, our farm was reatetithe rent was
just... My father was trained as an electrician i RAF during the
war. We moved to Caithness then for a couple ofsyea

What Dounreay?

No. Hydro Electric Board. Aye, yes. We were updi®r a couple
of years. But | was still getting the odd lessamir.. | was still
playing for Turriff and District Pipe Band and kgktting the odd
lesson there...

Yes.
Yes.
A bit of travelling?

A bit of travelling but | competed with them. Y&ee when | joined
Turriff Pipe Band | must have been... My first pagddnust have
been about ten years old or maybe less. It wasnplete novelty.
There was so few young kids playing pipes thengetheere so few.
It was a bit of a novelty, | remember that but dteanged days.

Yes, that’s interesting but you were unusual in tat you were so
young and takingpart in the...

It was so unusual that it made the front pagéefiapers. You
know, a youngster because there were so few yoeapl®, there
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were so few junior piping competitions as well, yaowow, at the
time.

Is this... | have spoken to an older man who took p&in piping
competitions at theage of ten which would be pre war...

Yes.

Do you think that it just a war time that it...
The war time did something, aye.
Knocked a lot of these social activities out.

| think it did. Because a lot of the Highland gaeok a while to
come back again. Anyway...

[Laughs]. So you went from there, as you were irhe... You had
taken it to the stagewhere many people would sort of say well
this is a hobby but you seemed to haveanaged to actually carry
on beyond and take it further than that. | know youstudied,
what was it, engineering?

Aye, aye. Electronic engineering. Then | did tesadhaining so | am
a qualified maths/physics teacher. But | chose milthe end and |
ended up teaching maths for six years.

Yes.

| didn’t have any intention of becoming a bagpip&cher. | was
teaching maths in Crieff and teaching pipes tdkitde at lunchtime.
And my headmaster at the time was John MaclLearaat& and he
said I've just seen a great job for you, he saiDumdee. I'd not get
paid very much for that, | said. I'll look in tg he said. He came
back to me within half an hour and he said you&t gaid just the
same as you are at the moment. [Laughs]. As aéeach

Oh he put a bit of influence in would you say?
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| think he might because he was quite high upnnCdmunn John
MacLean of Raasay, the Head Teacher at Crieff ISiginool. He'd
looked into it. | was lucky actually. | slipped tlugh the net before
they put a bar on it. | was paid as a teacher...

Yes.

Before they decided only instructors, | slippeabtigh the net.

| see.

Because | was paid as a teacher before that vedisvdéh. Yes, so.
But | applied and got the job. It was Jimmy Mackitdhat actually
put in a good word for me. Jimmy Maclntosh was ohthe top
pipers at the time and he moved to Pittsburg anddsea local
Dundee top piper and, he probably persuaded thel bo@mploy
me. He was from the Bob Brown school, so we weth bom that
sort of piping school.

Yes so you probably had quite a lot of interestsiicommon.
The same, aye. But | think John MacLean had priglaaiote a big
say as well. There were a fair amount of applicahthe time.
[Laughs].

Umm. There probably was. So this what...?

This was...

Nineteen seventies?

This was seventy... | started teaching maths inrgguwéree and |
got the Dundee Council job in seventy nine. Itmétely became
Tayside region, so | was teaching outside Dundeel. then local

government reorganization again...

Shrank it back again.
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Dundee. Yes. But | had fair enjoyment down th&ai,enjoyed it.
Were there a lot of pupils really keen?

Aye a certain... Any amount, at least.

Any...? Presumably some who have taken it on?

Very few get to the top level [laughs], very feBut one or two have
done but the main thing is just that there’s a ssdb amount of
interest in it. The biggest change that | haveaaatiis the change in
attitude from the Heads of Music, who in the seianivere pretty
suspicious of the pipes. They used to refer ts ineell, we’ll need to
find you a room some where’s away because of tieeno
[Laughs].

And we’d be away in the far end of the school emdne case | was
in the shower room teaching, which would be a g nowadays.
[Laughs]. But it was... All the Heads of Music noveasery, very
pro traditional music, pipes everything else... \\daarfor them it
was classical, you know, blinkered.

Yes, it would have been. You were taught proper nsic.
[Laughs]. Yes, that'sinteresting...

Yes.

When the development... | presume that the pipes hawome in
to favour paralleled along with, you know, other playing
traditional Scottish music than other types ofmusic.

Yes. That's exactly right.

The pipes have some strength now in the educatidnaorld.

Yes. We're not regarded with suspicion anymoreaufdghs].
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| suppose one of the problems, not just the rathesbvious school
emphasis on theclassics in music, which knocked out all things
like jazz as well...

Aye.

But the fact that the piping within Scotland, theteaching of
piping was handled outwith the educational system.

Yes.

There was a system already there through militaryhrough local
bands, private tutors...

Yes, mostly local bands that were doing all theliand ex military
teachers and very few bagpipe instructors in theals, really. It
was lain MacFadyen was the first real, as far@amnlremember, the
first real major appointment in Plockton High Schoo

Yes. So this is Highland...

This was high profile figure going in to schools...

Taking a leap there?

Yes. Because he was Glasgow through and throughkryow, with
his obvious Highland connections.

Yes.

But this was a real high profile figure going sndchools. Yes. But
it's all changed, it's all turned. We are not camgra hundred
percent of the schools yet but we must be getbm@tds covering
half the schools in Scotland now teaching piping.

Yes. | have a recollection that the secondary scblbthat | attend,
which was PerthAcademy, that there were boys learning to play
the pipes but they were members ahe school cadets.
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Exactly, yes.

And they were people who in fact did go on to thefollow a
military career. | suppose that was one option.

Yes, that was one option, aye. That's my childresgisool, Perth
Academy. [Laughs].

Umm. [Laughs].

But they have a tutor now, a bagpipe tutor inRkeeth Academy. So
it's all changed. It will be the same at the Msomn’s Academy and
at all these, you know, cadet force. Yes.

Yes. Obviously for yourself getting in to what wagrobably quite
an early formal appointment within Scotland. So that sort of
your contribution just by applying for the job and being there.

Yes.

Is there anything else on the development of eduman in piping*
that you feelyou’ve played a good part of?

I’'m one of the SQA examiners and there are sewdna$ doing that.
But we play a lot with other instruments now. Waypa lot with the
school bands and whatever because that's whatetert....

So what we’re looking at there actually is the... Il move away
from the pipes asassociated solely with a particular type of
musical presentation, which is the bandalong with drummers
and so on, along with Highland dancing. | know thathe folk
scene has had pipers usually playing the smallpipesd Lowland
pipes. But, as | sayare we looking at pipes going in to other
fields of music now?

Oh aye, definitely along with all the others. Tdnes very little
traditional music coming from some areas. You knibw still very
pro classical. Many of our instructors in schoetsings especially,
they won’t touch on traditional music at all. So'nedeft,
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particularly in, even in my area, which has beeong strings wise,
you know traditional music wise, we still have nustors there that
will not touch on the traditional music. They woeriten dabble with
it. So we rely, in Dundee, we rely in groups likey$ide Fiddlers to
take up the traditional music mantle and at leasbduce them to
traditional music in that respect. The same inf3hite with the
Celtic Big Band that was funded by the Gordon Dunteust. A lot
of them never get any traditional music at schoalllaThey maybe
do, for the Standard grade music, they’ll do thetfsh section
which is laid out for them but it doesn’t really goto it in very
much depth, they don’t get much chance to playsth#, you know.
But I'd like to see signs of moving a bit wider.

It's very difficult...
| know...

When you're a school pupil to challenge the needfi... What you
need to actuallyget through your exam and get that
qualification. Is there any sort of push frompupils to say well
we’'d like to try that..?

Well, yeah. Other than the fact that they tnhérmmselves, no. |
know in my experience of instructors even now wha'tigo near
traditional music, they've been trained just to..as3ical music
only. | keep hoping things will change. [Laughs].

[Laughs]. Yes.
It will, it will. [Laughs].

What type of music within in piping tradition is actually
favoured by the schools othe educational system?

Has to be the family favourites. Nobody is intéedsn anything
else, you know. We just forced in to playing a# tnsuals.

Yes. Well given that one of thinsg as | said, ldve no
background knowledge ofpiping of any strengths but one of the
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things | have become acutely aware of jugalking to pipers is
how much music is out there? How many tunes are dthere?

Thousands and thousands and thousands. Yes. &@wiaiys has to be
Amazing Grace and Highland Cathedral because tresall for the
end of term, irrespective...

[Laughs].

Of how much you want to play other things. Yesvdiuld be easier..
You know, there’s not much drumming tuition in solsoand that
would make life a bit easier. If we had drummengy¢ is so little
drumming being taught in schools apart from thegig schools.

Uhuh.

That would help. That would help. There is no mpotteappoint
drumming teachers but they’ve been saying thatiéaades.
[Laughs].

Yes but | mean if you're looking at drumming teachng you
could look at sort of verywide of range of types of music indeed.
As well as the obvious gain of teachingeople then to...

Well invariably I'm teaching in schools where taere no pipe band
drummers. So the usual is get one of the kit druraraesome of
them to play because there’s just never enoughmemat school
never enough in any of the schools.

Are there enough in the whole piping world at alfor the band,
because obviouslyhey’'re needed?

No in my part of the world no. There’s always beetearth of
drummers. Always, always been a dearth of drumméitrsvould
just be wonderful to have a full time or two fulhe instructors but
it's just not going to happen, especially now utitihgs are a bit
healthier.
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Is there the likelihood of educational expansion athe moment —
uh no?

There is one school in my area who have showmn tvan initiative

in that two individuals got there a piper and andmer, for a day and
the children pay the going rate for instructiony ymow in groups.
So that’s actually Auchterarder High School. Thédren just pay
the going rate and it's not subsidized by the cdwaiall.

But at least it's a door cracked open.

Yes, at least they have a drumming instructoretiier a whole day.
And the only way to make it financially viable s have to go in
groups but that’s fine. That shows initiative.

Have you ever played drums yourself?

No. | am from an era that... Thankfully | missed éra where the
teacher said no pipe bands but | am from the esxrewmou didn’t
play two instruments. You stuck to one. My teachieuld never
allow me to play a second instrument but he waskhdly very pro
pipe band. [Laughs].

[Laughs]. Yes, I'm just realizing that there is aconflict of interest
within the teaching...

Many teachers in the fifties and sixties were 13 @ipe band.
Why?

They just reckoned it would just ruin your fingemsin your
musicality and ruin your... | suppose the pipe bahds were
pretty rough and ready and you could pick up létisaal habits and
never get out of them. But now things have moved Beaching is
S0, so much better than everything else. No, lassure you my
teacher would never allow me to play a secondunsént. [Laughs].

Did you have an inclination to do so at all?
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No.
Never? You were content...

Content. My father played the melodeon and | wauldck a tune
out cause it was sitting there anyway and the jeavp...

Yes.

There were never any whistles around. | just teigrénis day that |
cannot play a Low D whistle or a whistle or a flotewhatever. But
it's too late now.

Time for a retirement hobby? [Laughs].
Possibly. If you'll find a teacher. [Laughs].

[Laughs]. We could.

Well. That's true. Whereas so many of the kids m@wcourage
them to play another instruments.

I’'m trying to learn a bit here myself, piping as atradition has not
linked strongly in with playing, pipers playing other musical
instruments. And you have now, forexample, the BA here which
offers piping but they must introduce the studentdo a broader
range of music and to the potential of playing othe..

Exactly.
Although | don’t believe all choose to but...

Well it's the same at school they must have tvatriments whether
it be for the Higher, Standard Grade or Advanceghir, they must
have two instruments. Although interestingly in sodools your two
instruments cannot be bagpipes and whistle. Whéreas| think,
I’'m pretty sure it's allowed here. Because theyhiées different
they’re not even similar. But in school bagpiped amistle is not a
combination that’s allowed. [Laughs].
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How odd. [Laughs]. So you could play bagpipes amalstringed
instrument?

Yes.

You could play bagpipes and a woodwind, a clarinegtc?
You play flute but not whistle.

Not whistle?

No. That’s just one of the quaint rules that hagen®een looked at
but interesting, aye.

[Laughs]. Yes.

Definitely, definitely.

So whatever the thinking was at the time?

Oh aye, | think so, aye.

So through all your years of teaching, this is aibof a cheek
perhaps to ask withoutnaming anyone in all seriousness, any
sort curious tales from your piping teachingworth telling?

You need to edit that, | can’t remember actudtlynkeed to be
thinking about that one. [Laughs]. | probably neadther glass of
wine or something before that one. [Laughs]. Yol lna editing

this?

Well it's not me. | just make sure the recording iscreated. That's
James’s job.

Yes, ahuh. If | think of any I'll say.
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Have you then, as well as the school formal educatial aspect,
have you beerinvolved with pipe bands yourself with the
managing or teaching...

Well from the word go. Starting with the Turriffid District Pipe
Band and then after living in Caithness for tworgeae moved to
Pitlochry then, again it was Hydro Electric...

Yes, it would be.

And my parents have been in Pitlochry ever sirfed | joined a
local band there the Vale of Atholl, which was amoband just
played up and down.

In Pitlochry?

Yes, aye. Playing competitions. An old band, 1908...

Yes, established.

But never competed. Then | went away to Aberdeeiveisity
teacher training and then | came back to Pitloebhtggach maths in
the local school.

Did you keep your piping up while you were a stud#?

| did, yes. Because | was very lucky there becausn | was at
Aberdeen University also Jack Taylor and Bill Wadpoon were
there as subsequently they were Gold Medalistswaédd all travel
to Bob Brown for lessons. And a group would takmia out and |
suppose the main way of keeping up our pipes giege was we all
joined the Officers’ Training Corps... OTC...

That would give you the opportunities.

It gave us a chance to play somewhere becauseogddn’t play in
the student hall of residence.

No, you wouldn’t have got on very well.
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| was lucky enough. They did have music rooms dbelow in the
cafeteria bit.

Yes.

But the novelty was that we could play and lidgteeach other.
There was a lot of playing to each other then.

| say, | attended the University of Aberdeen and o remember
pipers being around. Ihad a friend who played the pipes but he
was never involved in anything formal. Ipresume that he had
learned as a child and was... It all had gone to tuin...

Right.

And he did occasionally play. But when he had a gddew pints
in him. [Laughs].

We were all enthusiasts and we would bounced idgasach other
and played to each other. [Coughs]. I'm sorry.

Do you want to take a wee break and get a glasswéter?
| think I'll be ok actually.

Are you sure?

It was just a chip.

[Laughs].

Bill Fraser who was the first pipe major at theversity, Dr Bill
Fraser. He was quite high, he had something toittotihe Royal
Scottish Pipers’ Association, the Royal Scottighel’s’ Society. And
then from second year onwards Willie Donaldson thasipe
major, who was really very, very encouraging. Heuladdind all
sorts of tunes that | had never heard of in my lifélie, he was a
cracking guy musically.
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Yes, that’s quite interesting isn’t it? Someone whes got the
interest in the music thatthe instrument can produce and not
merely that it’s tied to this ...

He had a huge commitment to tunes because h&add to the
dance band programme the night before, can’'t rereembat it was
called but he’d come in with tunes that he would@dhem for the
bagpipe. He’'d come in with all these great wee suhsuppose I'd
never really thought that tune doesn't fit the gipee’ll just ignore
that one. He was certainly instrumental in makirggtmnk that way.

Did that help you when you became a teacher?

It did. It certainly did. | would play a tune ‘dhat doesn't fit in the
pipes’, I'd probably just ignore it then. [Laugh%Y¥hereas you can
amend things, which was something my brother dithake days,
you know.

Again, not being knowledgeable on piping, althoughid heard of
your brother. What he stood for wouldn’t mean a great deal to
me but | do understand that he was highlynnovative.

He certainly was, he kind of changed the instrunremany ways.
Changed the repertoire in many ways. But he wae daiie into
composing. Gordon would have been in his twentedere he
started. He was involved in groups and he decigeddnted to play
the whistle and he wanted to play it properly. 8auent to the west
coast of Ireland and stayed there for a week.

Ah yes.

He stayed there for a week and learnt to playgntgpAnd he was
hearing all this, great new ideas and as you s&amés that would fit
the pipes. And then, of course, that switched haglin to gear and
he started coming out with all these great tunes.ng was in his
twenties which is quite late, you know, for compsseally, quite
late.
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He didn’t take that direction from an early age, & you say?

Not really. He was very much a traditional, mas;hstrathspeys and
reels and piobaireachds then all being subjectedaops and that
Irish thing and CD’s, there was no CD’s then, ctisse

No.

It just really kick started him in to all sorts pdssibilities.

Yes. So he’s left a legacy of different thinkingbout pipe music.
Ahah. He just totally changed the repertoire yeall

Does that influence the kind of material which ideing taught in
the schools? Has hisvork influenced that?

Yes.
In what way?

The young children all want to play these typetiags long before
they should be, you know. | hear them playing dey treally
shouldn’t be playing all these until they can atiyjuamaster them.
The controlled music like six eights and you get$bund, you get
the pipes controlled... You can't stop them they ant play that
kind of fast and furious stuff.

And become trendy. [Laughs].

| was forever hauling them back in, you know, yeu'eady for that
just calm down. Let’s see if we can play a six ejgioperly first.

Yes, yes. It's interesting one. In a previous intgiew | was

talking to piper Jim Butler who also has been involed in... He’s

an art teacher, as you’re probably aware, and talkag about this

and the new styles of piping. | said what it remindd me of was

in, | think it was in nineteen seventies, blues gtarists got very

tempted by the desire to show off the speed in whidhey could
Copyright The National Piping Centre 2012



play, which is not, sadly, going to produce good &#ct. That style
of music can go from very slow to fast but this besme something
that everybody wanted to do...

To do, aye. But Gordon could play all the classites, marches,
strathspeys and reels but when he played this.. stilet of music
we were speaking about just now, there was alwaysement of
control, you know...

Well, he knew what he was doing.

There was always an element of phrasing, an @eafeontrol.
And you hear the young kids there just going hamanertongs at it
with no sense of musicality or phrasing or whatetseat kids are
kids. As long as they’ve got guidance, they enjoyesb.

Yes. That helps. There’s nothing worse than beinglaying a
musical instrument andactually being bored by what you're
being taught.

Exactly, yes. So anyway | enjoyed my teachinge rgally enjoyed
my thirty three years in Dundee Council and thagHimiss the
least, | must admit, | had my share of teachingrbesgs. [Laughs].

What's the trauchle of teaching beginners? [Laughs]Tell a non
piper. [Laughs].

It's just that | invariably know within a weeksbmeone’s going
make it or not. But I'm never cruel enough to salalways let them
find out for themselves.

Yes.

You get the other ones of course obviously takkbi# don’'t do a
stroke of work. That's frustrating. That’'s probalohpre frustrating.

Yes.
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But | can... You just know you take nine beginnard within two
months possibly only one will remain. And then \g®mi another ten
and that the way it goes in cycles. It's hard wldaughs] to learn a
musical instrument, you know, it is hard work. Yget the others
that plod on and improve a little bit every weekl éiney are trying
and then suddenly they’re a pipeR, you know. Bughntake...
They’re all different. It's hard. I've had enougéathing beginners.

Yes. So rather more pleasure gained from teachirgpmeone who
has reached a stagef skill and can take it on and is interested in
doing so.

That’s just what I'm doing now. I’'m retired and/& just got one or
two private pupils. Pick and choose.

Sort of tuition to keep people on their toes.
Yes, aye, aye.

What about the examining side. In some ways that iitself is
quite a stressful thing.

It's stressful for the performer. But that’s theywhis, part of the
three elements. It's performance and it has texXaenined
externally. At least pipers are generally usedlayipg in front of
somebody, you know, it's part of our tradition. Vhleall have
played in a chanter competition, they all have gthiyn a novice
piping, very few of them won’t have. So in a wag fhipers maybe
have a head start on the other performers, you kiowr brass
people they'll hardly have ever... They won't havayad strings.
There’s maybe a music festival that some of theka part in but not
all of them. They find it harder | think then prpe

Yes, | think | would say that. | was given pianodssons as a child
and | think my mother was swayed by the peripatetic teacher to
put me through an elementary examAnd, of course, | was used

to only playing at home, pianos you don’t carry aroind...

Exactly. So the Associated Board exams.
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Yes. And | found it was a very strange experiencand fairly
uncomfortable experience to be taken somewhere else...

Aye, to a stranger.

Uhum.

That's where they all have difficulty.

Yes.

I've seen them in tears. Not the pipers, doesapipgen often but...
If a pupil is involved in band playing for examplefrom quite an
early age, then youare not only used to performing with others
but, of course, you're all listening...They’ll all listening to each
other. | suppose that helps too.

That'’s right. You're often performing in front die rest because
you were told blow up, you need to tune your draanss then you
need to play something, so you play and beforekyauwv it you're
playing in front of the rest as you get your drohesed and

whatever. Yes.

It's totally different nowadays. The respect. Theag Highland
bagpipe has. [Laughs].

Yes, the Great Highland Bagpipes. The one that'susely still got
the big publicimage.

Yes.

What about the other types of pipe? The Lowland angmall
pipes.

Yes, there’s been a complete revival there as well
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Are there many opportunities for playing those inthe schools or
Is there not muchdrive?

Not really. A lot of the kids do play them if thegn afford them,
that’s the problem. They are anything but cheaplgmzes, to get a
decent set. | have a set, | got a set in the @amties but it was like
being a beginner again, the bellows. | would haag tio practice, it
wasn’t for me. | couldn’t master the blowing and thellows. |
daresay if I'd persevered but there was too musé ledppening.
Pipe bands and solo and so on and so forth. Tdse #iey just pick
it up just like that, you know. | was too old I ilki maybe. I've got
time now though. [Laughs].

Are you still playing in a pipe band yourself?

Aye. I'm gone from Vale of Atholl, where we staitat the bottom
of Grade Four, we were actually last in Grade Fodine world,
which | am really proud of. | took them in to Gra@aee within seven
years and then we started winning in Grade Onkareighties and
through the nineties. | retired from the Vale ohéll in 2000. | was
just washed out. In the three bands | had aboundred and twenty
people and a very young family and | just decided’s right. So
one of the young guys took over and did a very gobdAfter a
couple of years Roddy MacLeod convinced me | shoalde down
here. So | played with Scottish Power for a wedavand then | got
the call from Drambuie. | took the Drambuie band@ma couple of
years and then Drambuie pulled the sponsorshipg;ahgany hit
difficult times, very difficult times.

Did they?

Yes, aye. Then | had agreed two years stint wathian and Borders
Police with my friend from the Army School of PiginAfter two
years | said, there you are Neil, Neil Hall, anidft the band to him.
Now I'm back with the Vale of Atholl again on my alostep.

[Laughs].
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But it's very much in the background I'm just eyijog my playing
again. Aye, very much in the background. Yes, ang¥. | also
have a fun band which is the Atholl Highlandersathis just a
prestige band.

Yes.

The band is just for parades and it's a tourisimgtheally nowadays.
You've got to look good for that one.

Yes, aye. We don’t practice very much but we sogmadd and get
the odd good trip out of it. Perform at the castiee or twice a year.
Then the tourists go crazy because it's very chlbirand.

[Laughs].

It's good as well, it's a prestigious thing toibehistorically and
everything else. Yes. That's fun, a lot of fun.

Well that’s good.

Yes.

As long as you get fun out of what you do.
Yes. A lot of fun and | enjoy it.

So where next? What about family? Are there youngemembers
of your family coming up with an interest in piping or...?

My wife is the bass drummer in the Vale of Athasle’s played bass
drum in Grade One for years both in the Vale ofoM{lirhe Spirit of
Scotland and Lothian Borders Police.

Right. [Laughs].
So my daughter likewise, she was in the same thmads, my oldest

daughter Sian and eighteen year old twins they plaih My son’s a
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piper, my daughter a bass/ tenor drummer. So waall | have
made it easy. | suppose | made it easy for therausscwhenever
there was a piping event, a pipe band event, theg with us.

Yes. Just become accustomed to what is was all aibo
It was just the norm. Yes.
Yes, that helps.

Ay, it does. My sister is a fiddler; she’s beeiidaler all her days.
Yes. My dad'’s brother was a fiddler, from a versntaus fiddler up
in Aberdeenshire, Jimmy Dickie*, he was taught by,so there’s
that side of the family. So hopefully the childneii carry on

playing.
Yes.

I’'m sure they will, yes.

You consider yourself Tayside, Perthshire stronglbased but
obviously the piping has takenyou around a bit?

It certainly has. Next stop is Azerbaijan in tweeis. | think I've
been everywhere really, pretty well. | haven’'t bez®outh
America. South Africa Australia, Japan, Korea, Taivand then
obviously the States and Canada and all over Eurapeever been
to Azerbaijan, that will be an interesting one.

Definitely different. Have they got pipe traditions there, have
they of their own?

No, no. There’s a Caledonian Society there...

It's a visiting... It's an exotic for them?

Yes, there’s a lot of links between them and Aberdbecause of the
oil there. Direct flights to Baku. My first timéere. We often get

asked to play at these things Caledonian Socidly tmand about St
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Andrew’s time. It was Bermuda this time last ydattwas okay, it
was nice and warm for November [laughs]. That wesresting
actually. A lot of Scots, what a lot of Scots ardlBermuda.

Ah huh. [Laughs].
Mostly in the financial side of things.
Well we're supposed to be good at money [laughs].

Supposed to be, aye. That's... Why you all here&y®aid, we're
all because of Gordon Brown when there was sonteo§change in
the tax laws. [Laughs]. The companies all moveBaéomuda they all
blame or thank Gordon Brown possibly.

Might be the latter, yes. [Laughs]. You visit thes other
countries, what sort ofresponses from local people do you get, if
you get a chance to actually meet anspeak to them?

| usually get a chance to speak. If it's a Caledorbociety affair
we’ll probably just be stuck with that expats rgallVhereas I've
done a few tours of Japan and so on, and theys@rfated. More
than often they just want to practice their Engbshyou, speaking
English.

Ay, yes. That matters a lot.

Yes, hundreds of cameras mind and whatever. Btg qtten I'm
going out judging some of the other competition¥amcouver and
the east side of the States and Canada, so I'mpipthg people.
You know. I've done some teaching in bands in sqont corners.

And the pipe band, you know, development seems b@ good in
the States. Is thaffairly new? | mean I'd expect Canada to have
been well established...

Canada. Aye, yes certainly. There must be, | damdw how many
bands in the States now. Even New York alone jostibevery fire
brigade has a band...
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Oh. [Laughs]. Yes and the Irish dominance has puskea lot of it
aside.

Ay. They tend to play that type of tune and therelot of Hibernian
societies. They all have bands. It's like I'm backime hearing
them... Again all these bands are improving. Evieng you hear
them they’re better sound wise and playing wiss.dtglobal thing
because you can see it, you can hear how theyeosed to sound
so often. It’s just taken off it's crazy, yes.

Do you feel good about that?
Yes, | do that'’s right.

Well | suppose to some extent what you done you'\l®en aiming
for once you tookon the job as a piping specialist teacher.

Ay, | did. They were very few pipers in Dundedla time when |
took on the job. There was a lot of people learmingnter but hardly
any playing pipes. The Boys’ Brigade were big imDee.

Yes.

That was about it, you know.

As | say | was acquainted with people who playedijpes in
Dundee when | livedthere, although | have to admit | never, just
never asked how they came to be piper¥ou know, it was

something you accepted.

It was very big in Dundee. There was a lot of B&rsgade bands.
Now there are only three in Dundee City.

But the piping is going out beyond all of that...

It's beyond the Boys’ Brigade bands to civiliamba as well. As |
said they were suspicious of me. The Boys’ Brigades not keen to
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send their pipers to me in case they improved atewer, whatever
the reason was and then they’d move on to a dedieat.

Yes, yes that’s right. If a pupil suddenly gets thdéaang of what
things should be...

Should be...
They might start to become critical of...

They were very suspicious of sending their kidsoin the early

days. So were the Army Cadets incidentally. Butgsihave gone
full circle now in that the structures at the B&rggade are all ex

pupils of mine, so they’re not suspicious any mfiraughs].

[Laughs]. Good.
Hopefully I've made a big difference.

| take it with the forces army piping is still of considerable
Importance for the armedforces or are things changing?

It is but not so much, no. It's difficult becaus@iper is first and
foremost a soldier, you see, unlike the militarmpdi® So, so little of
their time is piping. They’ll be in Afghanistan &lall the rest, so on
and so forth.

Yes, but not as a piper marching in front as they wre in the old
days?

No, no. Not as the target. [Laughs].
No, no. [Laughs].

They still try to be there as a unit, you knowggband. But they are

getting smaller and smaller all the military, &létpipe bands now.

It's very hard to recruit, very rarely now does Bratish Army

recruit a piper. They have to be taught from séréatom the age of

sixteen and they have a ridiculously short tim&gam to be a piper.
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They are at it twenty four all day and every dayibs a matter of

months. You've got to go from scratch to piping anany of them
don’t make it but it’s pretty intense because yan'crecruit young
boys in to the army any more.

No.

You know, that play pipes.

Yes, it's not an option. Again it's like someonelse | interviewed,
a much older man, who after he’d done his own mildry service
during the war years, he’'d been piping before, anthe wanted to
carry on. He joined the Territorial Army as a meansof
continuing to get piping training and piping involvement. He had
opportunities at home as well. But he actually chasthis as
means of carrying on. As well, of course, as gettinpaid as a TA
volunteer gets a... which is always handy.

Yes, that's possibly why | was in the OTC for otlarty years.
[Laughs].

[Laughs].

| was Pipe Major at the OTC in Dundee after ultiehatlt was just
fun. Yes.

So, you okay?

| don’t know what else Veronica, | mean...

I’m sure there are plenty of stories but...

I’'m hopeless.. Not off the top of my head. [Laulghs
[Laughs]. Keep going.

Yep.

Well, okay.
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| think that’s about as much Veronica. [Laughs].
Do you feel talked out?

Yes, | think so.

Well thank you very much.

A pleasure, aye, aye, thank you.
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