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Piping first
for HNC

Springbank Invitational 2015

British on the move
The first pipe band major contest of the season
has a new home.
The British Pipe Band Championships are
moving to Paisley and will be held on Saturday, May
21, 2016, the Royal Scottish Pipe Band Association
has confirmed.
For the last three years, the event had been held
in Bathgate but it is thought that the new venue at
St James Playing Fields, close to the M8 and airport,
will offer easier transport links.
The town already hosts the annual Paisley Pipe
Band Championships every summer, which is
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From left: Roddy MacLeod, Iain Speirs, Niall
Stewart, Callum Beaumont, Angus MacColl, Willie
McCallum, Douglas Murray and Stuart Liddell.

Stuart Liddell was crowned the
overall winner of the annual Springbank
Invitational Solo Piping Competition in
Campbelltown, held on September 15.
The contest – organised by the Kintyre
Pipers’ Society and sponsored by the local
Springbank Distillery – featured eight players
competing in Piobaireachd, Hornpipe & Jig,
6/8 March and MSR.
The judges were Iain MacFadyen, Iain
Morrison and John Wilson. Fear an Tighe
was Alan Forbes.
The results were:
Piobaireachd — 1. Stuart Liddell; 2. Willie McCallum; 3. Roddy MacLeod; 4. Angus
MacColl.

Photos: Derek Maxwell

THE National Piping Centre is the first organisation in Scotland to offer a Higher National
Certificiate in Music with the focus firmly on the
Highland bagpipe.
This HNC in Music — Piping is the only course
which has a bespoke Music First Study Unit for performance on the Highland Bagpipe.
In addition, the Music History Unit focuses
exclusively on the repertoire, history and culture of
the instrument.
It is a nationally approved qualification, validated
by the Scottish Qualifications Authority.
HNC courses are designed to equip students with
both practical skills and theoretical knowledge in their
chosen subject.
They are vocationally focused and geared towards
specific careers.
Successful completion of an HNC usually ensures
access to year two of an HND programme or sometimes to a university degree course.
The course, which is available on a full-time and
part-time basis, is offered at The National Piping
Centre, which is considered to be the world’s centre
of excellence for the Highland Bagpipe.
Principal Roddy MacLeod said: “Drawing on the
resources of the Centre’s renowned teaching staff,
library, museum and performing space, students will
have the opportunity to build a solid foundation for a
career in the music industry and education.
“And the course can also provide a base for further
academic study.
“The environment of The National Piping Centre
provides students with an opportunity to meet with
pipers and other traditional musicians from all over
the world and to participate in vibrant festivals which
occur throughout the year in the city including Piping
Live!, The World Pipe Band Championships and Celtic
Connections.”
The next HNC courses will run from January
to July next year and from September next year to
May 2017.
Further information, details on how to apply and
the application form are available on The National
Piping Centre website — www.thepipingcentre.
co.uk/bagpipe-education/hnc-music-piping/

The 2015 Springbank
Champion, Stuart Liddell

MSR — 1. Angus MacColl;
2. Willie McCallum; 3. Stuart
Liddell; 4. Iain Speirs.
Hornpipe & Jig — 1. Callum
Beaumont; 2. Angus MacColl;

adjudicated by judges from the RSPBA’s Glasgow and
West of Scotland Branch.
It is expected to host the British until 2018 under
a deal with Renfrewshire Council.

News in brief
Finlay Johnstone, a tutor at The National Piping Centre, won his second Gold Medal at the
Northern Meeting on September 3.
The Gold Medal at the Argyllshire Gathering was
won by John-Angus Smith on August 26. The Londonbased piper won the Silver Medal in 1994 and was
delighted to finally take the top prize.

3. Stuart Liddell; 4. Willie
McCallum.
6/8 March — 1. Angus MacColl;
2. Douglas Murray; 3. Niall
Stewart; 4. Willie McCallum.

l The National Piping Centre and Pipers’ Tryst
Hotel have achieved the prestigious Investors in
Young People Silver Accreditation.
The award is the only people management standard that focuses on employers’ recruitment and
retention of young people. General manager Gemma
Cannon said: “Almost half of our employees are under
25 so the accreditation seemed like a natural fit. It has
helped us developed a stronger team.”
l The Scots Guards Association Pipers Branch
Junior Solo Piping contest is at the Army School
of Piping in Edinburgh on November 21.
The entry form is available at www.thepiping
centre.co.uk/news. Closing date is November 7.
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Star pipers and percussionists
team up for Live in Ireland 87
concert at Celtic Connections
A group from the 1987 vintage 78th Fraser
Highlanders Pipe Band and household names
of the pipe band world are joining forces for a
hotly-anticipated concert in Glasgow in January.
Almost 30 years after the now-legendary Live in
Ireland concert was performed and recorded by the
then soon-to-be world champions, Toronto-based
78th Fraser Highlanders Pipe Band, a group of pipers
and drummers are coming together to celebrate the
music of that special mid-August evening in Ballymena,
Northern Ireland.
The Live in Ireland 87 show will be staged on
Saturday, January 30 at Glasgow’s Royal Concert Hall
as part of the Celtic Connections festival.
The show’s leading drummer Reid Maxwell has
augmented his already deep talent pool of percussionists with some of the greatest names ever to grace a
pipe band performance venue.
He said: “Once we set the wheels in motion for
this project and news of the event got around, the
interest and enthusiasm has been just out of this world.
“I am just beside myself with excitement to let folk
know that so many great people – and great talent –
will be joining us on the Concert Hall stage in January.”
Added to the roster are: Gordon Brown (leading
drummer, Boghall and Bathgate Caledonia); Stephen
Creighton (leading drummer, St Laurence O’Toole);
Drew Duthart (leading drummer, 78th Fraser Highlanders); Jim Kilpatrick (leading drummer Shotts &
Dykehead Caledonia); Paul Turner (ex-Vale of Atholl,
Dysart & Dundonald) and Eric Ward (leading drummer, Greater Glasgow Police Scotland).
The show’s cast includes leading piper Bill Livingstone along with Roddy MacLeod, Ryan Canning,
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Iain Donaldson, Ian Duncan, Bruce Gandy, Michael
Grey, Stewart Liddell (drummer), Stuart Liddell
(piper), Duncan Nicholson, Richard Parkes, Alen
Tully, Terry Tully, Ross Walker and Steven McWhirter.
The performance will be co-hosted by John Wilson
and Bob Worrall.
The Live in Ireland 87 project is self-funded by the
Live in Ireland 87 group but support from the public
to help bring the show to life via the crowd funding
site www.liveinireland87.myevent.com is greatly
appreciated.
Tickets are available through the Glasgow Royal
Concert Hall box office. Strong early sales have
highlighted the once-in-a-lifetime nature of the event,
which organisers say is sure to be great day of music
and collegial atmosphere.
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Fantastic fifth for Iain

Silver Chanter winner Iain Speirs

Iain Speirs won the Silver Chanter for
piobaireachd for a fifth time at the annual
invitational event at Dunvegan Castle on the
Isle of Skye.
The pipers are given a classic MacCrimmon
piobaireachd to perform and the winner played
Lament for MacLeod of Colbeck in the competition
on August 5.
Also taking part were: Callum Beaumont, Lament
for the Children; Bill Geddes, Lament for Donald
Duaghal MacKay; Stuart Liddell, Lament for Patrick
Og MacCrimmon; Roddy MacLeod, The Earl of Ross’s
March; and Douglas Murray, Lament for the Earl of
Antrim. The judge was Iain Morrison.
The contest was organised for the first time
by Cailean Maclean, chairman of the Skye Piping
Society, who took over from Emily MacDonald.
Cailean said: “The Society would like to pay
tribute to Emily and her work in running the competition so well for so many years.”
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by Stuart Milne

World title successes pas
Johnstone Pipe Band

J

for the former Scots Guards piper to round
off two decades of service to the Renfrewshire
organisation.
Keith said: “After 20 years, I was probably
at the upper end of my drive limit. Running a
band takes a lot out of you. I remember having
a bit more drive when I was a bit younger, and
the band just needed that extra bit of drive and
striving for perfection.”
Happily there was an obvious successor to
the post in his son, Keith James Bowes. Just 25
when he took over the reins at Johnstone, Keith
jnr had already amassed eight years of Grade
1 experience under Chris Armstrong at the
David Urquhart Travel and ScottishPower pipe
bands, before serving as David Wotherspoon’s
pipe sergeant at Lomond and Clyde in Grade 2.
Despite a brief flirtation with the snare drum

as a respite from his father’s strict initial teaching
on the chanter, Keith jnr has been firmly committed to piping since the age of 11.
He said: “At that point my Dad told me,
‘I’m not teaching you because you don’t do
what I tell you’, so he took me to Gordon
Walker. Obviously my Dad was helping me a
lot in the house, so he taught me a lot of the
discipline aspect. He would correct the things
I was doing wrong and take me to all his band
practices at night, so he was a major influence
on my tuition.”
Keith snr, now pipe sergeant of Johnstone,
soon began to notice his son had the makings
of not only a good player, but one with leadership qualities.
“I remember him as a young lad being
particularly pernickety about the sound of his

Photos: John Slavin@designfolk.com

ohnstone Pipe Band are in illustrious company. Very few bands succeed
in winning back-to-back World Championships in two different grades. Fewer
still have ever won the Worlds in their first
season after promotion into Grade 2 – the
only other to do so since Graham Memorial
30 years ago being a certain Inveraray and
District.
What makes Johnstone’s win in 2015 even
more special is that the Worlds double has been
split between a leadership team of father
and son.
In August last year pipe major
Keith Bowes led Johnstone to the
Grade 3A World title that sealed
their promotion to Grade 2 as Champion of Champions. It was a fitting way

PAGE 10
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ssed from father to son
pipes, and also really taking a lot of time to
tune and get things right,” he said. “That side
of things has continued and now he’s got a real
ear and a fine attention to detail with setting
up the band.
“Even as a youngster he would help me with
some of my younger pupils and was keen to
make sure that the technique and expression
were correct. As a schoolboy, he would gather
up some of the pupils and put together a wee
performance for the school Christmas and
summer shows. From a very young age he was
keen to lead a group and pretty much demand
that they give their best, and that’s what he’s
continued.”
Keith jnr had also been exposed to a wide
variety of influences away from competition.
Pipe major Nigel Davison
He was one of the original members of The

National Youth Pipe Band of Scotland and
gained early experience in a leadership role by
serving a year as pipe major.
He said: “It got me setting chanters, running
rehearsals, conducting the band, working with
different musicians and all that sort of stuff.
Director Paul Warren and the National Youth
Pipe Band were great for introducing that side
of things, as well as being in charge of such a
huge pipe band and making sure that concerts
would go well.
“Chris Armstrong was great as well. Playing
under him for eight seasons, I learned from
him about setting up instruments, selecting
reeds and the general set-up of pipe bands. I
also learned a lot from studying at The National Piping Centre and what is now the Royal
Conservatoire of Scotland – that was a whole

Keith Bowes snr

Johnstone Pipe Band play up to the line in their World Pipe Band Championship Grade 2 qualifier.
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Another young player, although new to the
band in 2015, was 18-year-old snare drummer
Callum Edwards. Callum spent the summer
of 2014 playing with Inverclyde Juvenile in
the Novice grade, and was offered a place at
Johnstone by Les Galbraith thanks to his winning performance at the Shotts & Dykehead
Caledonia Pipe Band Junior competition that
November.
Moving from Novice Juvenile to the top
of Grade 2 is one of the biggest jumps a pipe
band player can make, which needless to say
has its challenges.
Callum said: “Obviously the volume of music you have to learn is substantially more. In
the Novice Juvenile grade, it was just four 2/4

marches and the odd tune-up tune. The commitment expected of you is greater as well. You
have to put in a lot more effort at home – more
than just to get by at band practices.
“I found it quite good to listen to the tunes
and the drum scores when I was going to sleep,
so they were in my head and I knew what to
play. Something I would have done a bit differently is try to get everything in my head earlier
and stop relying on the music. When I joined
the band everyone else had already learned
it in their head and I was struggling to corps
with everyone because I was too busy with the
music. As far as drumming goes, it’s down to
practising your rudiments, cleaning up your
The drum corps at the World
Pipe Band Championships 2015

‘As far as drumming
goes it’s down to
practising your
rudiments,
cleaning up your
playing, working
on your execution
and just learning
the scores’
Callum Edwards with the Grade 2
drumming trophy at Dumbarton.
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Leading Drummer
David Brown

Photos: Simon Gavin

lot of different influences. I think I always
wanted to be a pipe major, so I always wanted
to try and learn.”
While Keith jnr had the perfect connections
to bring in experienced players when he took
over, he was inheriting a World Champion band
already the largest in Grade 3A – with the added
bonus that most had come through Johnstone’s
well-established teaching system.
Keith snr said: “Last year about threequarters of that Grade 3 band had never played
anywhere else other than Johnstone. A lot of
the players were aged 16-18, and that’s when
they really started to come on to their game.
As they were coming through the system, they
maybe had technique or blowing issues, but
they all matured at the same time, which made
them into good Grade 3 players. So it was just
a matter of timing.”
Another pivotal factor was the appointment
of Les Galbraith as leading drummer for the
2013 season. Les had played with the Bowes
family before at David Urquhart Travel and
brought additional Grade 1 experience with
Strathclyde Police and the Vale of Atholl.
Keith snr said: “He still had three of our
young side drummers from our Novice Juvenile band but he was able to bring in some
experienced drummers that had played with
him previously. That was really a catalyst from
going from probably bottom of Grade 3A to
near the top in 2013.
“In 2014, he brought in another couple of
drummers, but by then our own pipers were
maturing into quite good pipers. Then in 2015,
these quite good pipers were all improving,
and having a mixture of that youth added to
some of the experience coming in was a good
combination. The band are probably around
three-quarters youth and one-quarter experienced players.
“Another important factor in our success
has been our tenor drumming team, led by
Fiona Bowes – my daughter and sister to Keith
jnr. She was a member of our Novice Juvenile
band before leaving to gain experience with
ScottishPower, and has returned to lead a very
young team all coming through our teaching
system. Four of the five tenors have brothers in
the band, continuing the family connection.
They have provided the band with class rhythm
contributing to good ensemble throughout the
season. Fiona is the only one out of her teens, so
we can look forward to many years of progress
and enjoyment from our young tenors.”

BANDS
playing, working on your execution and just
learning the scores.”
Fortunately, Callum has received plenty of
assistance from his leading drummer and other
senior members of the Johnstone corps.
He said: “Les is a great guy, he’s really chilled
out. He’s very helpful as far as giving advice
to everyone else in the corps is concerned. He
won’t say, ‘Oh, you’re wrong’, but he’s very good
at pinpointing areas to work on. Gary Killen,
the flank drummer, was leading drummer of
David Urquhart Travel and he’s played in the
Vale under Paul Turner, so he and Les have

played together for years. Les is quite into the
musicality side of the scores while Gary’s good
on the technical side, so the two of them work
together and make a great team.”
The new pipe major was also very conscious
of what was needed to meet the challenge ahead.
Johnstone’s previous spell in Grade 2 ended
in 2011, with the band unable to establish
themselves beyond the occasional foray into
mid-table through four seasons. Aiming higher
this time, Keith Jnr swiftly set up a busy practice

regime to make the most of the winter months.
He said: “October 1 was our first band
practice, and from that point I was doing lots
of one-to-ones and small groups on nights away
from the band practice. During the winter it
was three or four nights a week dedicated to the
Grade 2 band from my point of view. I also had
my Dad doing one-to-ones, as well as Alistair

Pipe major Keith Bowes jnr
and leading drummer
Les Galbraith
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Patterson and Blair Wishart. We were as well
prepared as I thought we could be for the start
of the season, and I thought we had to hit the
ground running.”
Johnstone did exactly that when the season
began in May. Despite being active in the early
contests, the band were unable to test themselves against any other Grade 2 opposition
before the British Championships at Bathgate,
where the band placed fourth.
“I was over the moon to get a prize in our
first major in Grade 2,” said Keith jnr. “We
had last year’s good core of players from the
Grade 3 band who had done well, and then
we strengthened quite a bit with pipers and
drummers coming in. I felt well prepared for
the start of the season but I was unsure how the
results would come out.”
An even better result followed two weeks
later with a third at the United Kingdom
Championships in Belfast, before Johnstone
were crowned European Champions at Forres
in just the band’s third major back in the second
tier, with two firsts in piping.
Keith jnr said: “I always believed that the
band could play well. I knew Bleary & District
were an excellent band and I didn’t fully believe
that we could push them to win a major. At
Forres we had again played well, but taking
the European Championships was a shock.
Bleary hadn’t previously gone to Forres, so I
was delighted that we had done it in such a
strong competition.”
PAGE 14

While Johnstone lost the Scottish Championships to Bleary by just one point a month
later, Les Galbraith’s drummers succeeded in
lifting the drumming title.
Callum said: “The run we had at Dumbarton
was probably one of the best we had all season.
Before, we’d all been coming off saying we
weren’t quite so happy with this or that but we
were still getting quite good results. Dumbarton
was one of those performances when I came
off and thought we couldn’t really have played
much better than that.”
The World Championships would starkly
illustrate just how far the band had exceeded
their pre-season expectations.
Keith jnr said: “The qualifier was a wee bit
nervy but everybody was chuffed to make the
final. At the start of the year that was our aim
– if we could make the final, that would have
been a good first year in Grade 2. We played a
lot better in the final – I would actually go as
far as to say that was our best run all season, in
competition and in the band hall, which doesn’t
happen often.
“The prize-giving seemed to take ages. I was
standing beside my Dad, who was a bit more
hopeful than me. I just wanted to get a fair
result for our performance. If that hadn’t been
enough, I would still have been delighted with
the performance that we had put in. To win it
was just an unbelievable bonus.”
It was a special moment for Keith snr, who
had personally taught many of the band’s pipers.

“To be honest, it was just a terrific feeling
looking round the band and realising a lot of
them had never been anywhere else,” he said.
“It was great to see so many of our own pupils
achieving that result. It was quite an amazing,
unbelievable feeling. We’ve got a piper in the
band, Alan McGeoch, who’s also the secretary
and treasurer, with 40-plus years’ unbroken
playing service in the band. He’s been in Johnstone since he was 12 years old.”
Meanwhile Callum, at the opposite end of
the experience spectrum, had just achieved a
result that usually puts a band within touching
distance of Grade 1.
He said: “When you’re hearing your name
being announced over the PA system as World
Champions there’s a split second of disbelief
and you’re not really sure if you’ve heard it right,
and then you realise it’s such a good achievement for the team. I was really happy for the
guys who were in the team last year who managed to make it a double this year.”
Despite their historic achievement, Johnstone were unable to match their double World
Championship with a double promotion. They
remain in Grade 2, while the RSPBA Music
Board have promoted Bleary to Grade 1 for
the 2016 season.
Keith jnr views the decision as a positive for
Johnstone.
He said: “My reaction to the RSPBA’s decision is a good one. I am grateful that we have
stayed in Grade 2 as I believe we need more time
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‘I congratulate Bleary as they have been
extremely consistent, and hope to compete
alongside them at some point in Grade 1’
to prepare to take the next jump up a grade.
I have been in the position as pipe major one
year now and delighted with how it has gone
so far, but believe there is a lot of improvement
still to be made. We have a very young band,
and I think it is fair to say that for the majority
of them they are getting stronger and gaining
good experience. I congratulate Bleary as they
have been extremely consistent, having won
Champion of Champions for two years running, and hope to compete alongside them at
some point in Grade 1.”
The Grade 2 band are not the only part
of the Johnstone organisation to have had a
successful season in new territory. Over the
years their development band have moved
between various lower grades as the personnel
have changed, and 2015 marked the debut
of a new Grade 4B band, led by Keith snr.
Comprising a mixture of young pupils and
adults, the junior band placed fifth at the
British Championships and finished in the
top 10 in the Worlds final.
Keith snr said: “The drummers in the Grade
4 band came along having already played elsewhere. The pipe corps in particular are very
much home-grown and very, very young. We’re

bringing in another five youngsters at the end
of the year and we want this to eventually be a
feeder band for the big band. The bigger plan
is to have three bands within a short period
of time.
“We want youngsters to have an entry point,
then move on to a midway band, and for the
ones that are really into it and want to push
themselves as far as they can, ultimately there’ll
be a top-end band for them to play in.”
With Keith jnr now teaching in 16 Renfrewshire schools and the band running their
own Piping & Drumming Qualifications Board
courses during the winter, there is no shortage
of opportunities for local youngsters to develop
themselves.
Callum’s extraordinary success in his first
season outside of Novice Juvenile is proof of
the rewards young players can reap by making
the difficult jump to the higher grades.
He said: “If you do get the opportunity like
I did to join a band, just listen to what you’re
being told. At first I went in thinking I knew
more than I did, and it did come as a bit of a
shock when I was actually dropped at the first
major at Bathgate. Don’t walk in expecting to
be played at every single contest in your first

season. It doesn’t mean you’re not good enough,
it can just take quite a while to adjust to playing
in a band like that.
“It’s important as well to try to be a good
corps player. At first, when I was practising I
was trying too hard to get better myself instead
of trying to get better among the other drummers. A part I struggled with was being a leading
drummer before, playing to myself instead of
playing to everyone else in the corps. Keep
working on your rudiments and keep listening
to people with more experience than you.”
The band’s leadership are keen to stress that
Johnstone Pipe Band are about more than just
success on the competition field. In recent years
trips to festivals in Europe have been matched
by a busy calendar of social events closer to
home to help solidify the band’s foundations
for the future.
Keith jnr said: “We had Fred Morrison do
a recital night this year, which was fantastic as
a fundraiser. Plus just to have someone of that
calibre in the band hall was excellent. We had
100 people watching him.
“We’ve done a Burns Supper for three years
and we have curry nights and a Halloween
night. Because we have our own band hall I
can be there four or five nights a week and then
we have the day after a competition to let our
hair down as well.
“It’s building into a massive organisation
where everybody gets on, works hard and parties even harder.” l
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The Duncan MacRae reproduction
bagpipes are exact copies of the original
MacRae pipes played by Stuart Liddell.
The antique MacRae pipes were examined
and measured by McCallum Bagpipes
in order to craft an instrument with
the sound Stuart desires.
The result is a magnificent bagpipe which meets
the high standards of Grade 1 pipe major and
Glenfiddich Piping Champion — Stuart Liddell.

www.macraebagpipes.com

Balance Tone Drone Reeds

Exceptional Tonal Quality
Exceptional Steadiness
Exceptional Air Efficiency

www.highlandreeds.com

the rjm chanters
Introducing the RJM

chanter

the

rjm

chanter

chanter

chanter

The ideal choice for
the in-tune piper!

Balanced, Refined
and Resonant

Stability, Clarity
and Projection

from Roddy MacLeod MBE
The RJM
chanter is pitched in Bb to allow
pipers to tune easily with other musicians in any
musical ensemble whether a military band,
bagad, folk group or an orchestra.

the

rjm
SOLO

BAND

RENOWNED
FOR SOUND!
AVAILABLE FROM:

www.roddymacleodbagpipes.com
www.roddymacleodpiobaireachd.com
email: contact@roddymacleodbagpipes.com
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IN SCOTLAND

PIPE
BAND
HISTORY
REMADE

January 30, 2016
STARTS: 1.00 PM

Glasgow Royal Concert Hall

A group from the 1987 vintage 78th Fraser Highlanders
Pipe Band and household names of the pipe band world
come together to form a special once-in-a-lifetime band
of big talent and towering experience.

Tickets: £14 to £17 available through GRCH Box Office
Tel: +44 (0)141 353 8000 • www.celticconnections.com
Sean Allen • Bernard Bouhadana • Tom Bowen • Ross Brown
Gordon Brown • Scott Brown • Ryan Canning • Stephen Creighton
Iain Donaldson • Ian Duncan • Bruce Gandy • Michael Grey
Jenny Hazzard • Jim Kilpatrick MBE • Stu Liddell • Stuart Liddell
Bill Livingstone • Ian K MacDonald • Roddy MacLeod MBE
Gavin MacRae • Gordon MacRae • Grant Maxwell • J Reid Maxwell
Maggie McIver • Sean McKeown • Steven McWhirter • Duncan Millar
Tim Murphy • Duncan Nicholson • Richard Parkes MBE • Brian Pollock
Terry Tully • Alen Tully • Paul Turner • Ross Walker • Eric Ward
Jake Watson • John Wilson • Bob Worrall
DUNABER MUSIC

www.liveinireland87.com

